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T is proper to advertiſe the Reader, that 

the Letter now publiſh'd, and another 
which is to follow it, were written by the 
Author, ſome time fince, at the Requeſt 
of @ Friend, before be had ſeen any of 
the Anſwers that have been made to that 
Pampblet. After reading ſome of theſe 
Anſwers, he juds'd it unneceſſary to pub- 
liſh theſe Remarks : But as ſome Perſons, 
or whoſe Fudgment be has a very great 
Regard, were of opinion they might fill 
be of Uſe, he has conſented to the Publi- 
(01107, 
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BOOKS printed for R. Hz TT, 
* In Two Volumes. Price gz. Ja 
The Second Edition (Revit? d by the Aathor, and made to'refer beth » 
tie arte and Ofav Editions it is an Anſwer to) of 
I. XN Anſwer to a Book, entitled, Chriftianity as ald as th R E 
" Creation,, In Two Parts. Part I. In which the Author) 
Account of the Law of Nature is conſider'd, and the Scheme i, 
ſhew'd to be inconſiſtent with- Reaſon and with itſelf, and of il 
conſequence to the Intereſts of Virtue and Good of Mankind. 
Part II. In which the Authority and Uſefulneſs of the Revelation 
contain'd in the Sacred Writings of the Old and New Teſtament 
are aſſerted and vindicated againſt the Objections and Mifrepreſe. 
tations of that Author. E ado | 
| Ia Two Volumes. Price 10s. 64. bY 
| 4 The Second Edition corrected, '\ _.. 
IT. The Divine Authority of the Old and New Teftament aſſert. 
ed; with a particular Vindication of the Characters of Mo/2; and 
the Prophets, our Saviour Jeſus Chrift and his Apoſtles, agaiat 


the anjuſt Aſperſions and' falſe gs in both the Volumes of \ 
the Moral Philoſopher. —_ tas . Ira 
* | Both by Jabs Loland, D. ). 2 


De Reverend Dr. Delany, in bis ans. on Polygamy, and th; 
Encouragement given to that Practice in the Scriptures of the Oll 
Teftament, Kc. (peaking of the unreaſonable Objectiom of our mo- 
dern Deiſts to 's not having ſufficiently reveal'd his Will to 
Mankind; and of their extolling the Light of Nature above that 
contain'd in the Scriptures, Page 40, ſays thus: See this pernician 
Doctrine, together <vith many others of like Tendency, clearly and full . 

d in learned and excellent Anſwwtr to Chriſtianity as rn 


old as the Creation. © 6 > \ 

N. B. Theſe four Volumes contain not only an Anſwer to Chri- 
ſtianity as old as the Creation, and the Moral Philoſopher, but an 
Explication of ſeveral of the moſt difficult Parts of the Sacred Scrip- pon 
tures, and a Defence of Revelation in general againſt the moſt con- 
fiderable Objections of other Writers. 


III. A Paraphraſe and Critical Commentary on the Prophecy of 
Joel: To which are prefix*d two Prefaces ; the firſt on the Neceſ- | 
ty and Vſefutnefs” of "a-Chriſtian” Miniſters ſtudying the Prophe- Wind ; 
tick Writings, and of the Difficulties that occur'd in the Proſecu- der. 
tion of this Work, with, he Method taken to ſurmount them. The oſt 
ſecond contains an Attempt to fe the Chronology when this 1 

was deliver'd, wherein Kimchi, Lightfoot, Grotius, and other Tom 
Commentators are ſhewn to be miſtaken. There is alſo a Table 
of the Hebrew Words illuſtrated in the Commentary. 4to. Price 45. 


IV. The Truth, Inſpiration, and Uſefulneſs of the Scripture, 
aſſerted and prov'd. In ſeveral Diſcourſes on the Second of T1 
Ji, 16. Price 47. 64, By Benjamin Bennet. 5 


WREMAR KS ona late Pam phlet, entitled, 
W_ Chriſtianity not founded on Argu- 


Ld 


ment, &. 
SIR, 

Now ſend you, according to your Deſire, ſome 
Remarks on a Pamphlet that has made ſome 

noiſe, and which hath a very odd Title, 
= Chriſtianity not founded on Argument. It is 
put very lately that I read it, tho' it be a conſider- 
ble Time fince it was firſt publiſhed. For, be- 
des that I live at a diſtance from your great Me- 
tropolis, I have ſeen ſo much of theſe Gentlemen's 
ay of Writing, and have met with ſo little to 
inform the Underſtanding, or that can be called 
fai Reaſoning and Argument, that I confeſs my 
nofity is not much raiſed by any thing that ap- 
pears from that Quarter, But upon your acquaint= 
me, that it was repreſented as a ſubtil Attack 
pon Chriſtianity, and deſiring my Thoughts upon 
t have read it over with ſome Care. The way 
df treating the Subject, and the Turn given to 
ungs, is new and uncommon, the Style ſprightly 
1nd agreeable ; but upon the moſt impartial Con- 


deration, I cannot think that Chriſtianity has 

uch to fear from this Gentleman, any more than 

rom thoſe that have gone before him. | 
He has choſen a 2 of Writing, which, it is 


fobable, he ſuppoſed might anſwer his Purpoſe; 


* 


B but 
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but which I think gives one no advantageous Opi- 
nion of the Sincerity and. Candour of his Mind, 
He frequently ſpeaks with great ſeeming Regard 
of our Saviour, of divine Faith, and of the Grace 
of God and his Holy Spirit. He!makes much uſe 
of Phrafes that have been employed by good Per. 
ſons in a pious Senſe ; but it is plain, that all this 
is manag'd ſo as to expoſe Religion and Faith to 
the Deriſion and Contempt of Mankind. He car. iſ 
ries the Ridicule ſo far, as to mix it with his Ad- 
drefles to the Supreme Being. He formally pre- 
tends to offer up his moſt ardent Prayers in behalf 
of his Friend at the Throne of Grace, that Gd 
would be pleaſed himſelf to illuminate and irradi- 
ate his Mind with a perfect and thorough Convic- 
tion of the Truth of his holy Goſpel ; that the ſame il 


Holy Spirit, that firſt diftated that divine Lau, MIt! 


would powerfully ſet to his Seal, and atteſt its Au- 
thority in bis Heart. With more to the ſame i 
purpoſe . Now, ſuppoſing what can ſcarce be 
doubted from the whole of his Pamphlet, that he 
does not believe the Truth and divine Original of 
the Goſpel, and that he looks upon the Influence 
of the Holy Ghoſt to be meer abſurd Cant and 
Enthuſiaſm, to pretend in a ſolemn manner to ap- 
ply to God to illuminate him with a perfect and 
thorough Conviction of the Truth of his holy 


Goſpel, and to fend his Holy Spirit to atteſt its] 


Authority in his Heart, ſeems to me to be a car- 
rying Profaneneſs to a great height. Nor can | 
well conceive, how any Man that believes there b 
a Supreme Being, who is a Loyer of Truth and 

| Goodneh, 


r.. 


Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, 3 
Goodneſs, and who concerns himſelf in the Affairs 
of Men at all, can allow himſelf to be guilty of 
ſuch a ſolemn Grimace and Mockery. 
Vou may perhaps think this Cenſure a little ſe- 
vere; but I cannot help adding, that it appears to 
me upon the moſt cloſe and impartial Conſidera- 
tion, that the Tendency of his Pamphlet is to de- 
8 ftroy all Religion and Reaſon itſelf, and to take 
from Men all Principles of every kind, thoſe of na- 
ME tural Religion as well as reveal d. With regard to 
- WW Chriſtianity, or the Faith of the Goſpel, that it is 
his Deſign to expoſe it to Ridicule, I *think no 
Man that reads his Pamphlet with any Attention 
aan doubt. It is, according to the Repreſentation 
be gives of it, ſuch a ſtrange and inconſiſtent 
ching, that no Man can tell what to make of it. 
It is a Believing without Underſtanding, without 
- WE rational Conviction and Evidence; a Believing we 
know not why, and not only without Reaſon, but 
S againſt it. It is a Faith that has nothing to do 
8 with h;forical Evidence or moral Certainty, or 
with the Scripture- Account of Facts relating to our 
Saviour; a Faith that cannot be taught, and which 
it reguires no Time to attain. And therefore no 
Man ſhould trouble himſelf to look for a Reaſon 
por believing, or take any pains either to get Infor- 
mation himſelf, or to inſtruct others in the Faith; 
and I think the manifeſt Tendency of this Scheme, 
if purſued, would be to baniſh Faith and Chriſtia- 
nity out of the World. 
But if he endeavours to banter us out of our Faith, 
perhaps he leaves us Reaſon and natural Religion 
to guide us. No: this he alſo effectually diſcards. 
1." EY - "The 
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The Strain of his arguing is to ſhew, that no Reli, 
gion can be rational, that is not founded on a free 
and impartial Examination and Enquiry. And at 
the fame time, he does all he can to ſhew, that a 
free and impartial Examination is an impoiible 
thing. That the Generality of Mankind are un. 
der a natural Incapacity for Reaſoning themſelves, 
or underſtanding it when propoſed by others, and 
are incapable of judging it there be the leaſt of In- 
duction or Inference in the caſe . And that the 
ableſt and beſt of Men are di qualified for fair Rea- 
foning or impartial Judging by their natural Pre- 
judices; the Power of which he repreſents to be 
ſo great, that it 16 as abſolute a Diſqualification 
Jon fuch @ Trial as the greateſt natural Incapa- 
city. From whence it follows, that no Man living 


zs capable of reaſoning fairly or judging traly, He 


takes a great deal of pains, to ſhew that Reaſon 
can not be certain of any thing, nor of force enough 
to controul and govern the Paſſions; that it is ever 
varying and unſtable, and can never come to a 
fixed Determination in any one Point whatſoever: 
And indeed, conſidering the Repreſentation he 
makes of it, I cannot. — but that he had as good 
deny all Men any Uſe of Reaſon or the intellectual 
Faculty at all; ſince, according to him, it muſt be 
of little or no advantage, 2 tends to perplex 
Mens Minds with endleſs Uncertainties and Diſtruſts, 


Accordingly he has choſen to adorn his Title-Page 


with a Paſſage of Cotta in Cicero, where he is diſ- 
puting againſt Reaſon. and againſt Providence ; and 


the Deſign of which is to ſhew, that Reaſon is an 
uſeleſs and even a pernicious thing. Several 


9 P. 17, 18. 8 + P. 23. 
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Chriflianity not founded on Argument. 5 
Several Parts of his Pamphlet ſeem to be particu- 
larly levelled againſt what has been uſually thought 
of great advantage and importance, early Inſtruc- 
tion and Education, He frequently argues, that if 
Religion be ſuppoſed to be a rational Thing, it 
would be a wicked Attempt to endeavour to in- 
ſtruct Children in it; for this would be to preju- 
dice and prepoſſeſs their tender Minds, and deſtroy 
that free Enquiry which Reaſon preſcribes. And 
as to Faith, they cannot be inſtructed in it, fince 
this is a thing that cannot be taught, and the Un- 
derſtanding has nothing to do with it. All Men 
therefore muſt be left entirely to themſelves with- 
out Inſtruction, under pretence of leaving them to 
the Grace of God, and to the Guidance of his Spi- 
nit. And if this alſo be exploded, as there is great 
reaſon to think it will, by this Gentleman and his 
Aſſociates, as unintelligible Cant and Enthuſiaſm 
and ſuch it certainly is, according to the Deſcrip- 
tion he gives of it, and which undoubtedly was 
mtended by him to it to Contempt and Ri- 
dicule: I fay, if this alſo be diſcarded as well as 
Faith and Reaſon, then I ſee nothing left to guide 
Men but their Paſſions, to which they muſt be gi- 
ven up without reſerve, and the Force of which he 
ſo feelingly deſcribes,* FEI 

And now we may fee what a hopeful way Man- 
kind would be in, if they were to follow the Ten- 
dency of this Writer's Scheme. And upon what: 
Foundation ſuch Gentlemen as theſe can ſet up for 
BenefaGtors to Mankind, who endeavour to ſet 
them looſe from all Principles, and an 
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fon and Religion out of the World; or what Good 
they can propoſe to Society or to their Country by 
it, is hard to ſee. Some others that have appeared 
againſt Revelation, have at leaſt in ſnew pretended to 
ſet up Reaſon and Natural Religion for a ſufficient 
Guide : But this Gentleman gives ſuch an account cf 
Faith and Reaſon too, and plays the one in ſuch a 
manner againſt the other, that it looks as if it were 
his Deſign to deſtroy all Regard to cither of them, 
and to ſet aſide all Religion at once, Natural as well 
as Reveal'd. The manifeſt Tendency of his Perfor- 
mance, is to engage Mankind to give themſelves no 
Concern about any Religion at all, or to educate 
their Children in any Principles, the natural Con- 
nence of which would be a giving them up to 
Vice and Barbariſm. -But it is to be hoped, that 
when once People are made ſenſible of the Ten- 
dency of ſuch a Scheme, it will in a great mea- 
ſure prove an Antidote to the Poiſon of it; and 
that Piety and Good Senſe is not ſo far loſt in the 
World, that Men will lightly ſuffer themſelves to 
be banter'd out of their Religion and Reaſon too, 
Such Attempts, one would be apt to think, ſhould, 
with Perſons that will allow themſelves time for 
Reflection, turn to the advantage of Chriſtianity, 
For it is natural to conclude, that if the Enemies 
of Chriſtianity are oblig'd to uſe Arguments againſt 
it, which, if good for any thing, would be equally 
good againſt all Religion, it is a ſtrong Preſumption 
of its Truth, and that all Religion muſt ſtand or 
fall with it. For would any Man in his Senſes, 
that underſtands Argument at all, or that is in any 
degree a Judge of good Reaſoning, endeavour : 
| = expole 


Cbriſtianity not founded on Argument. 7 
Chriſtianity by Arguments and Mediums 
that militate againſt all Religion and all Certainty of 
Reaſon; if he thought he could attack Chriſtianity 
with ſucceſs any other way ? | | 
The fame Obſervation may be made with regard 
to what this Writer ſo often repeats about moral 
certainty and Evidence. When Men think they 
can ſhew that any Teſtimony or Evidence is not ta 
be depended on, or that the Accounts of any paſt 
Facts are uncertain and to be ſuſpected, the Me- 
thod that Common-Senſe directs to in ſuch a Caſe, 
© is not to inveigh againſt all Evidence and Teſti- 
mony whatſoever, and - againſt all Records of paſt 
Facts, as if they were all abſolutely uncertain ; 
but to produce Reaſons to invalidate that particular 
Evidence and Teſtimony, and ſhew why thoſe par- 
ticular Accounts are not to be depended on. And 
this undoubtedly is the Method the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity would take, if they thought they were 
able to invalidate: the Evidence produced for the 
Goſpel-Records. But inſtead of this, they ridi- - 
culouſly fly out into general Invectives againſt all 
human Teſtimony and all moral Evidence. They 
harangue pathetically upon the Uncertainty of all 
paſt Facts, and all Accounts that are tranſmitted to 
us through the hands of fallible Men; that is, all 
Records, Laws, and Accounts whatſoever of things 
which we ourſelves did not ſee. This diſcovers a 
Conſciouſneſs, that the Evidence for the Facts and 
Records of Chriſtianity is fo ſtrong, that they are 
not able to ſubvert it any other way, than by de- 
ſtroying the Credit of all Teſtimony, and all paſt 
Facts and Records whatſoever, I fay, we muſt 
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Chriſtianity not founded dn Argument. ? 
t herance in the Faith required in the Goſpel, to be 
ll a blind and fooliſh Obſtinacy to a preſent Notion, a 
diſavowing all future Uſe of Reaſon for our Secu- 
rity *®. And peaking of the true and genuine 
Faith, which, faith he, I contend for, he declares, 
that that Perſon beſt enjoys it, who never ofeed him- 
Jef one fingle Queſtion about 1t, and never dealt at 
in the Euer of Reaſon +. Ayrecably to 
which, he repreſents that Zeal for the Faith, which 
the Goſpel recommends, to be a blind icrational 
Heat, @ potent Fire, a Zeal not according 10 
Knowledge +. And tho he obſerves, that we are 
S ordered to be taught the Faith in our Childhood, yet 
he expreſly affirms, that Faith and Religion can 
C never be a thing that is to be taught, and that it muſt 
needs be fometbing that does not require Time to at- 
n. Accordingly he ſpeaks of Faith all along, 
Ja if it were a thing abſolutely completed at once, 
and which admits of no Degrees; and ſets him- 
ſelf to ſhew, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles always re- 
quired Perſons to believe in an Inſtant, without 
allowing any time for Deliberation, or offering any 
Eviderice to convince their Minds. The Convic- 
ton, as he expreſſes it, was to precede the Evi- 
dence **, And leſt it ſhould be a ledged, that the 
Miracles wrought by Chriſt, and by the Apoſtles 
in his Name, were Evidences of bis Divine Miſ- 
fion, he endeavours to ſhew that Miracles could be 
no Proofs at all, nor were ever intended by our Sa- 
diour himſelf as ö ſuch ++.+ And finally, he affirms, 
that the firſt Principle o of Faith is really what Phi- 
bſophers call argurng in a Circle, and begging-the 
C 


Queſtion, 


” . KF, ky 
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Queſtion . According to the Repreſentation be 
here gives of the Faith which the Goſpel require, 
it is not to be wonder'd at, that he repreſents Perſons 
of the meaneſt Underſtandings to be beſt qualified 
for Faith, and claims Men of the brighteſt Intel. 
lectuals on the fide of Infidelity . | 
But this is not all: The Faith required in the 
Goſpel, according to this Writer's Repreſentation 
of it, is not only a Perſuaſion without any Cor. 
viction of the Underſtanding, or any rational 
Evidence to ſupport it; but it is directly con- 
trary to Reaton, He affirms, that there is an ir. 
reconcilable Repugnance in their Natures betwixt 
Reaſon and Belief f. And endeavours at large to 
ſhew, that they are removed at the utmoſt diſtant 
from all poſſibility of amicable Terms and Reconcile. 
ment; and, as he expreſſes it in the Margin of Paz. 
81. that Religion cannot admit the leaſt Alliana 
with Reaſoning. And accordingly he aſſerts, that WW 
there is no one Leſſon that the Holy Writings how 
faken more care to inculcate, than this of denying 
our Reaſon; that we are there ſtrictly enjoined to 
captivate our Reaſon, i. e. as he explains it, 0 /ay it 
under the moſt abſolute Reſtraint and Prohibition, 
not to permit it the leaſt Opportunity or Freedom ih 
exert itſelf, or interpoſè on any occaſion whatever || 
Such is the goodly Repreſentation this Geatlc- 
man is pleaſed to make of what he calls the ge- 
auine Faith of the Goſpel, And at the fame time 
he frequently repeats it, that God requires thi 
Faith of all Perſons under pain of Damnation: 
that is, he requires them all, on pain of Damm- 
tion, 
®P. 78. + P. 72. 1 P. 70, 86. P. 8. 
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Chriſtianity not founded on Argument. ws 


tion, to believe without Evidence or any Conviction 
of the Underſtanding, to believe in an Inſtant, 
and every Moment of their Lives *, even before 
they are capable of Underſtanding, to believe with- 


out Reaſon and againſt it. 


Agreeable to this Deſcription of Faith, is the Ac- 


count he gives of the Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which he makes to be the fole Principle of this 


- WT Faith. He repreſents him, as working a full Per- 


ſuaſion in the Soul, without any Conviction of the 


Vnaderſtanding, and as engaging Men to believe at 
„once, without knowing why they believe. That 


be irradiates the Souls of Believers at once with an 
irreſſtible Light from Heaven, that flaſhes Convic- 
tion in a moment; and that thus our Faith is com- 


pleted in an Inſtant, and the moſt perfect and fi- 


ed Creed produced at once, without any tedious 


Progreſs in Deducticons of our ownÞF, He calls 


© this a ſecret Whiſper, Inſpiration, and infuſed E- 
vidence 1. And that it is @ conſtant and particu- 


lar Revelation imparted ſeparately and ſupernatu- 


rally to every Individual ||. And this he explains 
to be of ſuch a nature, as to render all outward 


Inſtructions entirely needleſs. That there is no oc- 
cafion to apply to Libraries for farther Information ; 
nor muſt we be left to take any the leaſt part of 
our Inſtruttions from one another * That in in- 
ting Scripture, there muſt not be any thing 
left to the Skill of the Workman ++. So that all 
Help of Commentators, Knowledge of Languages, 
Gc. is to be diſcarded. For the Holy Ghoſt abides 
for ever as an uncorrupted Commentator in our own 

C 2 Breaſts. 


P. 17. 1 P. 59. t P. 58. P. 112. P. 60. 1 P. 61. 
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Breaſts *. Yea, the Scriptures themſelves an 
according to his account of the matter, entirely 
needleſs, He oppoſes the inward Atteſtations of 
the Spirit, to mere manuſcript Authorities, and 
Paper-Revelations, as he calls the Scriptures by 
way of Contempt. Thoſe that are inſtructed by} 
the Spirit, need not concern themſelves about the 
Credit of antient Miracles, or the Genuinenes if 
diſtant Records, nor will think any human Jeſli- 
mony (and this Writer always repreſents the Teſti. 
mony by which the Goſpel-Records are conveyed 
to us under that Idea) of conſequence enough to en 
gage a Moment's Attention uon this Subject f. 
So that according to his Repreſentation of the 
matter, a Man that has the Spirit, will not regard 
the Accounts given us in the Goſpel of the Life, i 
Miracles, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion of our Saviour, MW 
and the other extraordinary Facts there recorded, i 
as of any conſequence at all, and will believe a 
well without them as with them. 

He ſpeaks as if all Believers were fo far under the 
Influence of the Spirit, as to be rendered infallible, 
That the Holy Ghoſt, that great Dictator and in. 
fallible Guide , has promiſed to abide with us 1 


liable one Moment to a Paſſibility of Error and Im- 
poſition ||. And he repreſents this Spirit as /peakrng 
the ſame thing to all, and bringing them 7o think 
all alike *. So that, according to the Account this 
Gentleman is pleaſed to put upon us as the Goſpel- 
Account of Faith, and of the Spirit, all Believers 
are made to think all alike, tho we plainly fee 
| | they 
2. 61. FP. 59, 60. f P. 36. f P. 60. » P. 58, 


 (Cbriftianity not founded on Argument, 13 
differ from one another in ſeveral things; 
tho they hold contradictory Sentiments, yet 
thir are all infallibly guided by the Holy Ghoſt, 

and not liable one Moment to be miſtaken. 

Thus he places the ſole Foundation of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith upon a thing that is evidently falſe in 
fact, and that is, the immediate infallible Inſpira- 
tion of every particular Perſon. And at the fame 
time he utterly diſcards all moral Certainty and 
Evidence, as if Faith had nothing to do with it; 
that is, the Evidence whereby the Goſpel-Hiſtory, 
the facred Records come down to us. He declares, 
that this 7s indeed the higheſt Degree of rational 
Evidence that the Noture of the Subject can pos 
| | 1a admit of * ; but yet that it is altogether un- 
certain, and not to be depended on. He often 
depradingly calls it human Teſtimony, in its Nature 
ever liable to Error; and that it is nothing more 
than the precarious Conje? ure of a fallible Fudge 
upon the traditional Teſtimony of a fallible Wit- 
neſs. That it is a Being /z/? to the Courteſy of a 
few Reporters ||. And that it is 0 us no more than 
an uncertain H earſay ; ; the uncertain Aſſertions of 
0 Men relating it after one another & x. 

Thus have I laid together in one view the Ac- 
count this Writer gives us of Faith, and of the 
Spirit, and the Evidence on which Chriſtianity i is 
founded, This is what he calls the Revealed and 
Scriptural Account of the matter ++. And he ap- 
plauds himſelf for having pointed out what is real. 
ly and poſitively the authorized Principle of Faith; 
and for * carried on bis Deteftion of a fale 

Principle 
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Principle to a ſatisfactory Concluſion in the Diſco 
very of a true one*, And he declares with an Air 
of Aſſurance, that the Account he gives end; 
not for its Support upon the bare Strength e any 
ſingle Quotation whatever, but on the joint Tengency 
and Tenor of the whole . | 

T do not think there can be a more complete 
Scheme of Abfurdity and Enthuſiaſm, than what 
this Gentleman here puts upon us for the true 
Scripture-Account of Faith, and of the Spirit, and 
of the Nature of Goſpel- Evidence; which he un- 
doubtedly intends for expoling the facred Writings, 
but which, with all equal Judges of things, tends 
only to expoſe the Unfairneſs of this Writer, and 
the little Regard he hath to Truth and Candour, 
But this is the way of theſe Gentlemen, in writ- 
ing againſt Chriſtianity. They never can allow 
themſelves to give fair and equal Repreſentations 
of things, but throw them into falſe Lights, in 
order to make them appear ridiculous. In any 0- 
ther caſe but this, ſuch a Conduct would ſcarce 
be thought conſiſtent with common Honeſty. And 
I know not how to account for it, but that it 
proceeds from a Conſciouſneſs that they cannot 
ſucceed againſt Religion by fair Repreſentation 
and equal Argument, 

The Account this Writer gives of the Nature 
and Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith, is not more 
abſurd in itſelf, than different from the Repreſen- 
tations made to us of it in Scripture, According 
to him, Faith and Religion is a thing that can 
never be taught ; according to the Goſpel, Faith 

ordinarily 
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ordinarily comes by hearing and teaching. Ac- 
cording to this Writer's Account of it Faith, is com- 
pleted at once, made perfect in an Inſtant, and is 
not a thing that requires Time to attain, But ac- 
cording to the Repreſentation made of it in the 
Goſpel, Faith may be ſincere tho weak, it admits 
of ſeveral Degrees, it is a thing capable of Growth, 
and which ordinarily takes time and pains for its 
Eſtablichment and Improvement +. Upon his 
scheme, all outward Teaching is perfectly needleſs, 
and Chriſtians are not to receive the leaſt Part of 
8 their Inſtructions from one another; according to 
the Goſpel, outward Teaching is neceſſary; Chri- 
ſtians are exhorted to feach and admoniſb one ano- 
tber. And the Plan upon which the Chriſtian 
Church was eſtabliſhed was this, that they ſhould 
be formed into ſacred Aſſemblies, in which there 
# ſhould be Perſons whoſe proper ſtated Office it 
n ſhould be to teach, and in order to this to give 
„ WW themſelves to Reading, to Exbortation and Doctrine; 
e and Proviſion was made for a Succeſſion of ſuch 
4 Perſons in the Church, who ſhould be able to teach 
it WY &tbers alſo || The Faith recommended in the 
dt Golpel is a Faith that is joined with Knowledge, 
nad whereby the Underſtanding is enlightned **. 
But the Faith deſcribed by this Author is a Faith 
without Knowledge, and that has nothing to do 
with the Underſtanding. According to him, the 
Zeal for the Faith required of the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, is a Zeal not according to Knowledge ; 
but in the Goſpel, a Zeal not according to Ko- 

ledge 
* Rom. x. + 17. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 1 Rom xiv. 1. 


2 Theſl. i, 3. Jude 20. | 2 Tim. ii. 2. Phil. i. 9. 
Col. i. 9, 10. 
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dedpe is diſapproved, and repreſented as not a Zea 
of the right kind *, Faith, according to his Re- 
preſentation of it, is a thing for which no reaſon 
thould or can be given. But the contrary i; 
plainly ſuppoſed in the Goſpel, where it is required 
of Chriſtians as a Duty, that they be ready to give 
an Anſiver to thoſe that aſe them a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in them . And it is inſiſted upon ay 
a proper Qualification in the Teachers of the Go. 


ſpel, that they be able to convince the Gainſayers ||, 
As he repreſents it, all Examination and Enqui 
is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Nature of Chri. 
ſtian Faith; whereas in the Goſpel, we are com- 
manded to ſearch and try; an eminent Inſtance 
of which we have in the Beræans, who are highly 
commended for doing ſo; and their Believing is 
repreſented as the Reſult of their Examination and 
Enquiry *. According to his Account, the Chri- 
ſtian Faith has no dependance at all upon the Mi- 
racles or external Atteſtations given to our Saviour, 
or any of the extraordinary Facts recorded in the 
Goſpel ; but according to the Account given us in 
Scripture, our Saviour appealed to the Miracles he 
wrought, as illuſtrious Atteſtations to his divine 
Miffion ; and the very End for which hee Things 
were written, was, that we might by them be 
brought to believe on the Name of the Son of God, 
and that believing we might have Life in his 
Name 4. | 
This may give a general Idea of this Gentle- 
man's Performance; and perhaps ſuch a general 
View of it might be ſufficient, But at your 
Eres ED oo, deſire 
® Rom x. 2. + 1Pet. iii. 15. ] Tit. i. 9. 1 Theft 
M 21. Act. xvii. 1, 12. þ$ john XX. 31. 
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Jeſire I ſhall enter on a more particular Examination 
of it. The Strength of this Pamphlet, as far as it 
bas any appearance of Reaſon or Argument, ſeems 
to me to lie chiefly in the former Part of it, where 
8 he undertakes and ſets himſelf formally to prove, 
ve that Reaſon or the Intellectual Faculty could not 
„ poſibly both from its own Nature and that f Re- 
gion, be the Principle intended by God to lead us 
. into a true Faitb *. This is oddly and not very 
|. WF accurately expreſſed. But his Meaning evidently 
s that it is not the Will and Deſign of God that 
ve ſhould make uſe of our intellectual Faculty at 
-a in believing, and that God never intended to 
X lay any Evidence before our - Underſtanding to in- 
y WE duce us to believe, nor that our intellectual Facul 
s WF ſhould at all judge of the Evidence propoſed. 
d This is what he applies himſelf formally to prove, 
i- WF and he ſeems to have a very good opinion of this 
„Part of his Argument, which he thinks he has ma- 
„ naged fo as to render the other Part of his Pam- 
c WF phlet needleſs +. 
n His firſt Argument reſts upon this Foundation, 
c chat Men are required in the Goſpel 70 think all 
c WF alike. And he thinks it a prepoſterous Scheme, 
that of Unity in Opinion propoſed to be effetted by 
Reaſoning ||. He makes the ſame Suppoſition in 
other Parts of his Book, concerning our being ob- 
liged or required to think all alike ; that is, as he 
ſeems to underſtand it, to have exactly the fame 
Sentiments in all Points in Matters of Religion. 
But this is not what Chriſtianity requires. The 
Paſſage that hath moſt of an appearance this way, 
„P.. +P.106. |P.8, 
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is that of St. Paul to the Corinthians : Now 7 
beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and that there be no Diviſions among you, but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in the ſame Mind and 
in the ſame Judgment . But any one that care. 
fully examines that Paſſage and the Context, will 
find that the Apoſtle's Meaning is not, that it was 
neceſſary for them to be perfectly of the ſame 
opinion in all ſpeculative Matters, to which he 
hath there no reference at all, but that they ſhould 
ſhun thoſe Factions and Contentions, that Envying 
and Strife, and that Party-Spirit -that he heard 
was among them ; and that they ſhould be join- 
ed in Unity of Heart and Affection. In like man- 
ner, when he prays for the believing Romans, thit 
the God of all Patience and Conſolation would grant 
them tobe lie- minded one towards another, according 
to Chri/t Noe, , that with one Mind and one Mouth 
they might glorify God, even the Father of our 
Lord Fefus Chriſt || ; which is another Paſſage re- 
ferred to by this Writer ** : his Deſign is not to 
inſiſt upon it as of abſolute neceſſity, that there 
ſhould be a ſtrict Uniformity in Opinion; but that 
they ſhould preſerve an Unity of Affection, and 
ſhould all join in glorifying God with one Heart 
and Mouth, which he there ſuppoſes they might 
do, notwithſtanding ſmaller Differences. Nothing 
is more evident than it is from many Paſſages in 
that Epiſtle, particularly the whole XIVth Chapter, 
that the Apoſtle is very far from infinuating, that 
| | every 
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Difference of Sentiments with r to a 

thing in Religion is inconſiſtent with * Cui. 
ſtian Faith. For he there ſuppoſes the Chriſtians 
to whom he writes to differ in ſeveral things, and 
exborts them to mutual Forbearance, and not to 
judge or condemn one another on account of thoſe 
Biene That they that are frong ought to 
bear the Infirmities of the weak, i. e. of thoſe that 
gre weak in Faith; and that they ſhould be united 
in Loye and Charity, and in a brotherly Diſpoſi- 

lion towards one another. And this ſeems to bg - 
every. where the Meaning of that Phraſe, of being 
like-minded, and of one Mind, or the ſame Mind. 
This alſo is what the Apoſtle intends by their 
keeping the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. A noble Paſſage, that breathes an ad- 
mirable Strain of Charity, tho' this Gentleman 
ſeems very willing by an odd Gloſs to turn it into 
Ridicule ||. What he repreſents in a gibing way 
as a great Abſurdity, is very true, that tho' Men 
cannot be all of one Opinion, they may be of one 
Faith; that is, one Faith in the ſenſe St. Paul 
ſpeaks of it, v/z. one Faith in the great Eſſentials 
of it; and, with regard to leſſer Matters, they 
ſhould, as he there adviſes, forbear one another in 
Love, This forbearing one another, which is fo 
often urged as the Duty of Chriſtians, plainly ſup- 
poles that there is an Allowance in the Chriſtian 
Scheme for Diverſity of Opinions in religious Mat- 
ters. This Gentleman's firſt Argument then fails 
him, which proceeds upon this Suppoſition, that 
| D 2 „„ 
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the Goſpel or the Chriſtian Faith lays Men under 
a are un of thinking all alike. 

It is true, there are ſome main Principles, a Be. 
lief of which ſeems to be required of all that would 
paſs for the Diſciples of Teſus. But this is no Ar. 
ment at all, that Chriſtianity is not founded on 
rational Conviction or Evidence, There are ſome 
Principles neceſſary to be believed in natural Reli. 
gion, as well as reyeal'd ; and to require any Reli. 
gion at all, is to require a Belief of ſome Principles, 
becauſe they lie at the Foundation of it. 
But this will come in better, in conſidering the 
Author's next Argument ; which is to this pur- 
_" 
10 That in the Goſpel Queffrons are propounded 10 
us under the Reſtraints of Threats and Authority, 
And he thinks it abſurd and contradictory for a 
Man to be threatned into a rational Belief, 70 }: 
' falk'd to of Danger in bis Deciſions, to have the 

Rod held out with the Leſſon, and to have Propcji. 
tions tendred to his Reaſon with Penalties amex- 
ed *. This is what he ſeems to lay a particular 
ſtreſs upon. He frequently takes notice of the 
Command laid upon us to believe, and the Threat- 
nings denounced againſt Unbelief, as a Proof that 
Chriſtianity is not a reaſonable Religion, 

It is to be obſerved, that in all that he faith on 
this head in different Parts of his Pamphlet, he is 
pleaſed to confider Faith and Unbelief as a mere 
ſpeculative Aſſent or Diſſent to certain Propoſitions, 
l from all moral Diſpoſitions and Qualifi- 


eations whatſoever. Whereas any one that con- 
ſiden 
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fiders the Scripture with Attention, will find that 
this is not the Repreſentation there made of that 
Faith on which ſo great a ſtreſs is laid in the New 
Covenant; or of the Unbelief, againſt which ſuch 
r. WW Penalties are denounced. They are ſtill ſuppoſed 
on to be of a practical Nature and Tendency, and to 
ne take in good or bad Diſpoſitions of the Mind, which 
li- WW are reckoned as included in the Faith there re- 
i. quired, or the Unbelief there condemned. | 
„But there is one previous Queſtion that deſerves 

to be diſtinctly conſidered, becauſe it ſeems to lie 
ne at the Foundation of the Author's whole Argu- 
r- W ment on this head; and that is, whether the be- 

lieving any Principles whatſoever can in any caſe 
to be required of any Man as a Duty? This is what 
J. be ſeems to deny. He will not allow that any 
2 Man can be obliged by any Authority whatſoever 
bo aſſent to any Truth at all, that is propoſed to his 
1+ WE Reaſon or Underſtanding. And that it would be 
i» WT the higheſt Tyranny and Injuſtice for God himſelf to 
- WT require this, even with regard to thoſe Truths that 
ae of the greateſt Certainty and Importance. That 
e it n 77poſſible to concerve any the leaſt Connexion 
- Perween the Notion of Duty, and aſſenting ratio- 
it WF nally to any Propoſition, however ſtrongly ſupported &. 
This appears to me to be a ſtrange Aſſertion. It 
Is in effect to ſay, that no Man can be oblig'd to it 
a a Duty, to make a right Uſe of the Reaſon God 
has given him, nor can God himſelf require him 
to do ſo, He cannot ſo much as require his rea- 
ſonable Creatures to believe and acknowledge his 
own. ſupreme Dominion or Perfections, though 
| founded 
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founded on the cleareſt Reaſon and Evidence, ng 
pecan yently to obey and worſhip him. For it i 
ſt, that if a Man may without blame deny 
a > God and a Providence, he may without blame ne. 
glect to render that Obedience and Adoration that 
is due from reaſonable Creatures to the Supreme 
Being. Thus our Author has found out an ad. 
mirable Expedient, by freeing Men from all Obli. 
gations to believe any Principles whatſoever, to 
free them from all Obligations to any Religion a 
all. Whereas, ſuppoſing God has given Men Fa- 
culties, by a right Uſe and Improvement bf which 
they are capable of diſcerning Truth, eſpecially in 
Matters of great importance to their Conduct, and 
to their Happineſs ; then it is both in itſelf fit, and 
is what God may juſtly require, that they ſhould 
make a juſt Uſe of their Reaſon and Underſtanding 
for diſcerning Truth. And it through a Neglect 
of uſing and improving their Reaſon in a proper 
manner, they do not diſcern or acknowledge thoſe 
Truths; then that Neglect or Abuſe of their Rea. 
ſon and 'Voderſtanding is really a Fault, and God 

may puniſh ĩt as ſuch. 
What this Gentleman offers in ſupport of his 
Scheme, amounts to this, that our Reaſon is ever 
neceſſitated to determine juſt as ſhe does of herſelf, 
and is by ber nature - incapable either of paying 
Cempliments, or giving Offence, That the dif- 
rent Ligbt things a 77 in to different Men, muff 
3 create a different 852 e of things *. And 
before this, he had obſerv 2 the Determina- 
tion we come to, is a nece by and independent 
' Event, 
©". "DIO. 
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Event, under no In e of ours +, Upon this 
Foundation he aſſerts, that a Determination either 
mobt or * in Matters that are not ſelf-evi= 
an, or in which there is the leaſt of Induction or 
rence, and ys are — moſt important Points 
Religion, u in it ſe ally meritorious 4. 
The whole Snengt - be es here 
u is Suppoſition, that by the Con- 

; 2 our 7 ny and the Pants, of the 
Human Underſtanding, we may be unayoidably 
C neceſſitated to take Error for Truth, or Truth for 
Error, even in Matters of the * importance ; 
end that, without any fault of our own, after 
the beſt, the ſtricteſt and moſt impartial Enquiry 
end Examination, we are capable of making. But 
$ this is a Suppoſition that ought not to be admitted, 
becauſe it reſolves all our Errors into the Will and 
Conſtitution of God himſelf ; whereas I think it 
s much more reaſonable and modeſt to ſuppoſe, 
chat Men's Errors in Matters of great importance, 
ate owing to themſelves, to ſome wrong Affection 
and Diſpoſitions of Mind, ſome Fault in their En- 
uiry. And their profeſſing the contrary, is n 
Proof at all; becauſe it cannot be expected, ſup» 
poſing it ever ſo much their own Fault, that they 
But God, 
who ſearches their Hearts, may know it, and con- 
demn them on the account of it. And where the 
Neglect of a good Practice follows upon a wrong 
Judgment flowing from faulty Cauſes, he may 
juſtly puniſh them both for that wrong Judgment, 

and for the evil Practice conſequent upon it. 4 
or 


nnn. 


24 _ Remarks on a Pampbler, entitled, 
For my part, I cannot be brought to think, thy 
Truth and Falſhood is ſo indifferent to the Hy. 
man Underſtanding, that we are carried with equi 
Innocence to believe the one and the other, after 
the Evidence is fairly laid before us; and this with 
rd to Matters of great conſequence to our Duty 
and Happineſs. Since it cannot be denied, that 
there are ſome Truths of very great importance, that 
lie at the Foundation of all Religion, and of a god 
and virtuous Practice; it is as certain, that it is the 
Will of God, that his reaſonable Creatures ſhould 
know and believe thoſe Truths, as it is that he 
would have them practiſe the Duties that arif 
upon the Acknowledgment of thoſe Truths, and 
to which they are neceſſarily preſuppoſed, e. g. It 
is as Certain that it is the Will of God, that Men 
ſhould believe there is a God that made and go- 
verns the World, and that there is a neceſſary Dit- 
ference between moral Good and Evil, as that its 
his Will that Men ſhould worſhip him, ſhould 
love and reverence him, ſhould ſubmit to his Au- 
thority, and obey his Laws, and ſhould practi 
Virtue, and abhor Vice. I cannot therefore think, 
that he hath fo formed Men, and given them ſuch 
Faculties, that even making the beſt uſe of them, 
and without any fault at all, or wrong Diſpoſition 
on their parts, they may be invincibly ignorant 
thoſe Truths, or may innocently diſbelieve or deny 
them. And as we may plainly ſee in numberles 
Inſtances, that Mens Affections and Appetites lead 
them wrong in their Actions, ſo I doubt not the 
frequently cauſe them to paſs wrong Judgments df 
things. And any one that knows any thing 
| X Mankind, 
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Mankind, muſt be ſenſible that they are not de- 
termined by mere naked Evidence, but that ſome 
a i corrupt Affection, ſome wrong Byaſs of Appetite 
| or Intereſt, 3 Is 2 a Fault, in many in- 
i i ſtances — . epra ves their Judgment ; and 

be gua 


ur chat this —_— againſt, if they uſed all 
1 the Care — Pains that is — and abſolutely 3 in 
bu cheir power, and which the Importance of the 
ding deſerves and demands, 
the I is particularly certain, that with regard to 
ua Truths of a moral and religious Nature, our be- 
1} WF lieving or not believing them, is ofcen very much 
influenced by the good or bad Diſpoſitions of the 
Mind, and has a great Effect upon the Practice. 
1: And therefore believing in theſe Cafes may be an 
important Duty, and Unbelief may be very crimi- 
nal. Nor can I ſee why God may not, as the ſu- 
\.c Wt preme Legiſlator, interpoſe his Authority to require 
the one, and to warn Men againſt the other. This 
1; could not be properly called an arbitrary or unjuſt 
\ Foceeding, as this Writer repreſents it, or an erect- 
eng a Tyranny over the Underſtanding, To re- 
„ae Men to believe without Evidence, or without 


x a Reaſon for believing, or to believe contrary to 
Reaſon and Evidence, is unjuſt 3 but for God to 


require his reaſonable Creatures to believe, when 
he himſelf knows there is ſufficient Evidence to en- 
bee them to believe, and that it will actually have 
e that effect upon them, if it be not their own fault, 
and if they carefully attend to it with that Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind that becomes them, has nothing in 
l wnjult or unbecoming him as the God of Truth, 

of the wiſe and righteous Governor of the World. 
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For by requiring them to believe in that Caſe, h 
doth not require them to renounce of give up ther 
Reaſon, or forbid them to make uſe of it; but he 
requires them to make a proper Uſe of their Re. 
Fon, and of the Faculties he has given them, 9 
lay their Minds open to Conviction and Evidence 
and to endeavour to get them clear'd from the | 
fuence of corrupt Inclinations, and culpable Pic. 
dices. 
I eannot therefore think, that this Part of the 
Author's ment hath any thing in it to proꝶ 
"that Chriſtianity is not founded on Reaſon, or « 
Freeable to it. If God ſhould in his infinite Good 
-nefs" fend a Meſſenger, or Meſſengers, to brin 
Doctrines and Laws of great importance to Man. 
kind, as it may be juſtly expected that in ſuch; 
- Caſe he would take care, that they ſhould be at 
ended with ſufficient Atteſtations to convince the 
World that he ſent them; fo it is very reaſonabk 
to ſuppoſe, that he would require thoſe to whom 
this Revelation, with its Evidences, was mad il 
known, to believe and to obey it. For to whit 
purpoſe would it be to give a Revelation, and fi 
terpoſe in an extraordinary manner for confirming 
it with the moſt illuſtrious Atteſtations of a divine 
Authority; if, after all, it were left to Men as a 
indifferent matter, whether they believed or receiv 
it or not? And to deny that God himſelf has 1 
right to require it as a Duty of Men, to believe am 
receive what he has revealed, and confirmed Wl 
'fuch Evidence, as he who knows the human Mind i 
knows to be ſufficient to convince honeſt and wel. 
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" Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, 2 
diſpoſed Minds, is a ſtrange Doctrine, and abhor- 
rent from the common Senſe of Mankind, , 
Suppoſing Faith to be a Principle of holy Obe- 
dience, ſuch a Perſuaſion as forms the Soul to a fin. 
cete Compliance with the Terms of the divine Co- 
yenant 3 and this it may be, and be at the ſame 
time a rational Perſuaſion ; it is highly becoming 
God to encourage and to reward it. And ſuch is 
ae the _ which m_ N _—_— and on which 

it la t a ſtre in, ſu Unbe- 
4 1 brings with it a Dictedener 5 45 divine 
* Las, and diſqualifies a Man for the Practice of 
- i thoſe Duties which are of great importance in Re- 
i lgion, and without which we cannot, according to 
„dhe divine Covenant, be entitled to the promiſed 
„ Benefits; and that this Unbelief is alſo owing to 
ar faulty Cauſes, to bad Diſpoſitions of Mind, and to 
the Influence of corrupt Paſſions or Intereſts, which 
pervert the Judgment, and hinder the Mind from 
a fair examining the Evidence; I think it cannot be 
denied, that ſuch an Unbelief would be very cri» 
minal. Now it is certain, that the Unbelief con- 
demned in the Goſpel, is always ſuppoſed to be of 
chi kind. It is repreſented as owing to bad Dif 
politions, as the Source and Principle of it, and as 
| attended with Diſobedience to the Laws of the 
Golpel as the Fruit and Effect of it. And if God 
hw that this would be the general Caſe of thoſe 
that ſhould diſbelieve the Goſpel, this would be ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify the general Threatnings and Decla- 
tions there made againſt Unbelievers. And if in 
any particular Inſtance Unbelief ſhould happen to 

E 2 N be 


28 _.' Remarks on a Pampblet, entitled, 
be owing to any invincible Imped 
city, the Supreme Lawgiver will know, how to 
make Allowances ; for he will always de 
zuſtly — equitably. with all Men. But as the 
other is the common Caſe of Unbelievers, ſo it i; 
proper the' Declarations on that Head ſhould be ge. 
neral, and go upon that general Suppoſition. And 
if Unbelief be criminal, as upon ſuch a Suppoſition 
it would certainly be, it would deſerve Puniſhment}; 
and if it deſerves Puniſhment, it is right to threa. 
ten it with the Puniſhment it deſerves. Nor would 
it be unbecoming a wile and juſt God to take thi 
way to warn his reaſonable Creatures againſt it, and 
lay before them the evil Conſequences of ſuch 
Conduct. This might be really a Kindneſs to 
them, as it would awaken their Attention ty 
Truths and Duties of the higheſt conſequence u 
their Happineſs, and on which the Cauſe and In, 
tereſts of Virtue do very much depend. And if 
this be an Influence upon their Minds, it is ſuch at 


Influence as God the Supreme Lawgiver has a right 


to exert over the human Mind, and which, Reaſon 
obliges us to own, would be highly proper in ſuch 
a Caſe, | 

The next thing this Gentleman offers to ſhew, 
that the Chriſtian Faith cannot be a rational thing 
is, that we are ordered to be baptized into it. Th 
he repreſents as the known Original of Faith, tit 
great Root whence all our religious Impreſſions noi. 
riouſiy ſpring; and that by the Baptiſinal Ceremony 
Men commence true Believers at once: And this 


even b they have not the leaſt Share or Ne 


iment or Incapa: 
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2 this, and returns to it in ſeveral Parts of his 
pamphlet . And he obſerves, that the Infant's 
Belief anfivers as/effettually all the Demands of the 
Goſpel, as that of the firſt Profictent, and g 
Graduate in Divinity 4. 

The Strength of his Argument here depends up- 
on the ſneering Account he gives of the Nature of 
Baptiſm. But there needs no more to ſhow the 
Weakneſs and Fallacy of it, than to ſtate the Caſe 
of Baptiſm according to the Goſpel-Notion of it; 
in which alone Chriſtianity is concerned. At the 
firſt founding of the Chriſtian Church, the firſt 
Work was to bring Perſons over to the Faith of che 
Golpel, by ſetting before them the Evidence where- 
it was confirmed; and then when they were 
ones converted to the Faith, they were, according 
to the divine A pointment, to be baptized, which 
was a ſolemn taking upon them a Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and a bringing themſelves under 
the moſt ſacred Obligations to obey its Laws, And 


chere is nothing in this but what is perfectly con- 


fiſtent with Faith's being founded upon good and 
rational Evidence; nor can fo much as a Shadow 
of an Argument be brought from it to prove, that 
becauſe Perſons were ordered to be baptized after 
they believed, therefore they did not, or could not 
uſe their Reaſon or intellectual Faculty to lead them 
into that Belief... Our Author is ſenſible of this, 


aud therefore he lays the ſtreſs of his Argument up- 


on the ng of hs which he TI 
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his own way. Let us therefore argue with hin 
upon the Suppoſition, that it was the Will of God 
that not only adult Perſons, who themſelves em. 
braced the Chriſtian Faith, but that their Children 
too ſhould be baptized. And I cannot ſee ho i 
follows from this, that therefore Faith is not a n. 
tional thing. For as to adult Perſons, their being 
commanded to be baptized upon their believing 
does not in the leaſt prove that they did not em- 
brace the Chriſtian Faith upon a rational Convic- 
tion. And as to Infants, they have no Faith at 
all; nor does their being baptized fu they 
have any. All that it ſuppoſes, is not that they do 
themſelves believe, but that they are the Children 
of Believers ; and are by that facred Rite entered 
into the viſible Society of Chriſtians, ' ſolemnly de- 
dicated to God, and commended to his Grace and 
Bleffing by ſuch as do themſelves believe; and who 
folemnly undertake to ſee that they be carefully 
inſtructed in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
When they come to Years capable of it, and that 
they be trained up to a holy and a virtuow 
Practice. . 4. F 

S0 among the Fes, no adult Perſon was al- 
lowed" to be circumciſed, without proſeſſing bis 
Belief and Adherence to the Law of Moſes ; and 
Bis being circumciſed, was to be regarded as an 
open Declaration of it. This was no proof at all, 
that he did not embrace that Law upon a rational 
Conviction, but rather ſuppoſed that be did . 
But when he was himſelf drcumeiſed and openly 
profeſſed that Law, his Children, if he had any, 
were to be circumciſed too ; which was not _— 
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true God, and the Practice of his Law. 


have Children betimes inſtructed in thoſe Doctrines; 


| Chriſtianity not founded on Argument. 31 
od as a Declaration that they alſo believed, of 


which they were not yet capable; but that they 


were dedicated to God as the Children of his pro- 
felled People, and to be trained as they grew up in 
the Belief and Acknowledgment of the living and 
And ſuppoſing it was the Will of God, that in 
like manner in the Chriſtian Church not only adult 
Perſons who themſelves believed, but the Children 
of ſuch ſhould be baptized, all that could be juſtly 
concluded from it would be, not that the Chri- 
ſtian Faith is not a reaſonable thing, but that the 


| God of Truth and Purity well knew the Doctrines 


of Chriſtianity to be highly important, and agree- 
able to Truth and Reaſon; and therefore would 


and that he knew the Duties there preſcribed to be 
of great conſequence to our Happineſs, and there- 
fore would have Children early trained up to the 
Knowledge and Practice of thoſe Duties. And 
this does not hinder, but rather obliges the Perſon 


who was thus early baptized, to conſider thoſe ſa- 


cred Truths when he grows up; and then he is 


not to believe them becauſe he was taught them in 


his Childhood, but becauſe he himſelf conſiders 
the Evidence brought for them, and finds it rea- 
ſonable and convincing; and in like manner, it does 
not hinder him from examining into the Nature 
and Importance of the Duties required of him, but 
rather obliges him to do ſo, that he may perform 
thoſe Duties from a full Conviction of their Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Excellency. 7 1101908 
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To his Queſtion therefore, Can a Man be Jaz. 
tized into a rational Religion? J anſwer, yes. 4 
Man that is convinced of the Truth of ſuch a Re. 
ligion, and believes it upon good Evidence, may 
be reaſonably baptized into it ; i. e. he may ſolemn. 
ly, by that outward facred Rite, profeſs his Belief of 
that Religion, and oblige himſelf to the Duties it 
preſcribes ; which is the deſign of Baptiſm with 
to the Adult. And with regard to Infants 

it may be very reaſonable for a Man that himſelf 
believes it upon rational grounds, to baptize his 
Child, 1. e. ſolemnly by that facred Rite to devote 
his Child to God, and to bring him as far as in him 
lies under Engagements to embrace and pradtif 
that excellent Religion, as ſoon as he is capable a 
doing ſo; at the ſame time ſolemnly obliging him- 
ſelf to take care that the Child be betimes ſeaſoned 
with the Knowledge of ſacred important Truth, 
and formed to the Practice of Piety and Virtue, 
And there is nothing improper, in ſuppoſing that 
it is the Will and Appointment of God, that Chil. 
. dren ſhould betimes be brought under ſuch En- 
ments, when he knows them to be in them- 
ſelves fit and reaſonable, and of ſuch a nature that 
it will be their Duty and their great Advantage 
when they come to Years of Diſcretion perſonal 
to approve and to fulfil them. If this be laying 
Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions in their way, it » 
epoſſeſſing them in favour of Truth and Virtue; 
and it is every way agreeable to the divine Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, to lay them under ſuch a Prepoſſeſ- 
fion, and what the Author of our Beings has a right 
to do, And therefore his doing that, can never be 
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brought as an Objection againſt the Reaſon- 
12 of a Revelation, . 
Tuts leads me to another Argument advanced 
by this Writer, to ſhew that Faith is not a reaſon- 
E able thing, and that is, becauſe we are ordered 79 
he tought it in our Childbood, © If the Aſſent 
God required were to be a rational one, it would 
« be highly wicked and unjuſt to prepoſſeſs Men's 
« tender Minds in any manner before they came to 
the full Uſe of their rational Faculties. But now 
« that we are actually commanded with early Di- 
* ligence to retain our Children as ſo many ſure 
Votaries to the Cauſe we profeſs ourſelves; it is 


Yi “ ron that a rational Aſſemt is by no means calcu- 
. of WE © hated for, or expected at our hands *.“ He is 
im- ſond of this Thought, that he repeats it, as his 
ned manner is, in other Parts of his Book, where he 
ith, WF obſeryes, that ſuppoſing Faith rational, © The offi- 


1 cious Piety of what they call Education would 
*-be highly partial and unjuſt, and would be no- 
thing elſe but the undue Cultivation of the moſt 
% notorious and palpable Prejudices ; the antici- 
i pating unfairly the Strength of the ſuppoſed E- 
© vidence, &c. +” 

I muſt own, this way of talking appears to me 
very extraordinary. That can never be a juſt Ar- 
gument againſt. the Reaſonableneſs of a divine Re- 
\Elation, which it would be reaſonable to 22 
ſoppoſing a Revelation really given, And of this 


dom i Eind is this Gentleman's Argument here. For, 
ſſel. BN a Revelation really given from Heaven, 
iht and that it is in itſelf agreeable to Reaſon, and 
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an excellent Tendency, then certainly the max 
reaſonable and excellent its Doctrines and Injune. 


tions are, the more proper it would be, and the 


more for the Good of Mankind, that Children 
ſhould be inſtituted in it betimes, and trained up 
in a Knowledge of its divine Principles. For the 
Juſtneſs of this Conſequence, I appeal to the Ex. 
perience and Obſervation of all Ages, and to the 
common Conſent of Mankind, and eſpecially d 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, who have ever agree 
that it is a Matter of the greateſt Importance t 
take care to train up Children betimes in 
Principles, and cultivate good Diſpoſitions in them 
And it greater care was taken this way than ther 
generally is, there is great reaſon to think that 
Mankind would be much more generally happy 
and. virtuous than they are. 

It is plain to any one that has made juſt Reflec. 
tions on Human Nature, that the Author of our 
Beings deſigned that we ſhould be inſtructed in out 
Childhood. For we are fo framed and conſtituted, 
that we muſt neceſſarily depend for the Beginnings 


of our Knowledge very much on thoſe that arc 


about us. We are in a ſpecial manner caſt by 
God and Nature on the Care of our Parents. All 
will own, that they are obliged to take care of the 
Bodies of their Children; and muſt no care be 
taken to inſtruct and-principle their nobler Part, 
their Minds ? To cultivate the Seeds of Reaſon, 
and to form them to the Knowledge of facred 
Truth,” and to a virtuous Practice? This is what 
Reaſon, the Good of Mankind, a Love to their 
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of Parents ; and the Negle& of it has been always 
as a criminal thing. It may be ſaid, this 

js to prejudice and prepoſſeſs them; but it is a Pre- 
poſſeſſion that Reaſon directs to: And to neglect 
this, under pretence of leaving them to their own 
unprejudiced Reaſon, would be to leave their Minds 
entirely rude and uncultivated, and give them up 
to Vice and Ignorance. This Gentleman pretends, 
that according to the Judgment of Reaſon, it 
would be a wicked thing to prepoſſeſs their Minds 
in ary manner, before they come to the full Uſe of 
their rational Faculties, The plain Meaning of - 
which I take to be this, that they muſt be left 
without all Inſtruction of any kind, till they ar- 
ive to the Age of Manhood. No Attempt muſt 


be made to inſtruct them in any Branch of Learn- 
ing or Knowledge, or to put Books into their hands, 


becauſe Books and Inſtructions of Tutors or Maſters 
would probably prepoſſeſs them. Every Man muſt 


be left to find out the Whole of Religion and 


Knowledge for himſelf, by the mere dint of his 
own Reaſon and Induſtry. And what would be 
the conſequence of this, but univerſal Barbariſm ? 
ur Paſſions, as this Gentleman obſerves, are mo 
prevalent in thoſe early Years, when Reaſon is leaſt 
able to form her Judgments in our Aſſiſtance. 
They muſt needs have got the ſtart in their Ad- 
vances,: before ſhe can by ber Nature have made 
any confiderable progreſs in thoſe ſalutary Principles, 
which are to regulate or ſubdue them. For wants 
of timely Notice, we may more than probably have 
embarked: in wrong Meaſures at ſetting. out, and 
ve h in the Power of Habit beyond Recovery, be- 


1: 
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fore we know where we are. All this, and mor 


36 Remarks on a Pampblet, entitled, 


to the ſame purpoſe, our Author produces *, . 
ſhew that Faith is neceſſary from the Beginning, 
from whence, by a ſtrange way of arguing, he in. 
fers, that it is not a rational thing, ſince it muſt 
anticipate the Exerciſe of aur Reaſon, But all that 
it proves is this, that it is neceſſary to endeayour 
to inſtill ſuch Principles into the Minds of Children 
betimes, as may be of uſe to correct and regulate 
their Paſſions and Affections, before they can them. 
ſelves go thro the tedious Proceſs of ſuch an Exa. 
mination, as he ſuppoſes to be neceſſary to a n. 
tional Faith. But it does by no means follow, 
that becauſe it is proper to inſtruct Children be- 
times in the Principles of Faith and Religion, even 
before they are capable clearly of themſelves to 
diſcern the Evidence; therefore the Principles df 
Faith are not confirmed by good and rational Evi 
dence, or that the Faith of the Children when 
they grow up, and can fee the Evidence, may not 
become in the propereſt ſenſe rational. | 
Nor can it juſtly be pretended, that the Pre- 
oſſeſſion of Education takes from a Child, when 
he comes to Maturity, the Uſe of his own Reaſon, 
and the Liberty of Judgment, It is ſtill in hi 
power to examine into the Truth and Reaſonable- 
neſs of what he was taught before. And ſurely 
this will ſcarcely be denied in the preſent Age, 
when it is become ſo faſhionable a thing to throw 
off the Principles of Education; and when there 
are ſo many Inſtances of Perſons, that inſtead of be- 
ing prejudiced in fayour of the Religion in . 
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Ore they were educated, ſeem rather to be prejudiced 
to againſt it, and to be ready to diſcard K kr tur 
0; WW ceaſon ; and who, as this Author adviſes *, explode 
in. under the name of Prejudice all the Effect of their 


| Education. 
Another of his Arguments to prove that the Chri- 
tian Faith is not a rational one, is drawn from the 
E Nature of Examination and Enquiry, The Strain 
of his Reaſoning is to this purpoſe; that Reaſon 
| requires-us to examine before we believe, whetras 
| the Faith required in the Goſpel is abſolutely in- 
8 conſiſtent with a fair Examination, He obſerves, 
that there is not one ſingle Argument from 
{ Reaſon, why a Man ſhould not return of courſe 
4 to Neutrality, the firſt Moment he begins to 
* think for himſelf. That nothing is more evi- 
dent, than that to examine fairly, we muſt 
* come unprejudiced and indifferent to the Exami- 
nation. Examination in the very Term implies 
a Suſpenſe of Conviction; and therefore if Reli- 
“ gion admits- at all of Examination, it muſt ne- 
©ceſfarily admit likewiſe of (at leaft a tem | 
* Diſbelief. The rational Chriſtian, whoever he 
be, muſt of courſe have originally ſet out a Scep- 
„tick and that a Man may, nay muſt, diſ- 
© believe a while for Information's ſaxe—.“ And 
yet all Doubting and Diſbelief is what the Goſpel 
condemns · . The Author had ſaid the fame thing 
before , and he returns to it in ſeveral Parts of 
bis Pamphlet. oh x 
But the whole of his Reaſoning here 9 — 
1 a wrong Foundation, vrz. ie all h 
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tion neceſſarily ſuppoſes a perfect Neutrality or In. 
differency of Mind, and a temporary Diſbelief. I 
is manifeſt, that in examining into the Truth d 
Facts, it is not neceſſary that we have an abſolute 
Doubt of thoſe Facts, or be perfectly neutral and 
indifferent about them, before we enter on a parti. 
cular Examination. It is very uſual to examine 
into Facts that we were pretty ſure of in gener! 
before, and yet this may not hinder the Examina. 
tion and Enquiry from being juſt and exact. And 
the fame may alſo hold, with regard to Doctrines 
and Principles. It is not at all neceſſary to a fair 
Examination of Principles, that a Man be perfect) 
neutral and indifferent to them when he begins 
the Enquiry, or that he ſhould actually diſbelere 
them. In many caſes this would be unreaſonable, 
in ſome ſcarce poſſible, except the Things he en- 
quires or examines into are Things which he never 
heard of before. For if he enquires, e. g. into 
Doctrines or Principles in which he had been care- 
fully educated and inſtructed, and when inſtructed 
had Reaſons given him, which appeared to him 
good and ſufficient ; it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe 
that he ſhould not be influenced by thoſe Reaſons, 
till he ſaw cauſe to alter his Sentiments. For it 
would be as irrational to diſbelieve the Principles in 
which a Man was educated, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe he was educated in them ; as it would 
be, to believe them merely for that Reaſon. When 
a Man has reaſon to believe a Thing, and no ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon that he. yet knows of to the contrary, 
it would -be unreaſonable entirely to AY his 
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Aﬀent to it, merely becauſe it is poſſible to be 
falſe, tho' he has no reaſon to think it fo. | 
A Man may enter upon an Enquiry with a Be- 
lief that what he enquires into is true, or at leaſt 
very probable, for the Reaſons which have been 
given him; but yet with a Reſolution to examine 
more cloſely, and ſearch more narrowly into the 
Validity of thoſe Reaſons and Evidences, And it 
s ſufficient to a fair Examination, that he applies 
$ himſelf to it with a Mind honeſtly prepared and 
diſpoſed to receive and ſubmit to whatever Evidence 
ſhall ariſe in the Courſe of the Examination or 
$ Enquiry, This is all the Neutrality, if this Gen- 
tleman will call it ſo, that is neceſſary to a fair 
Enquiry, viz. a Diſpoſition or Reſolution to em- 
E brace Truth, on which fide ſoever it ſhall upon a 
careful Search appear ; and this Neutrality may be 
where a Man at preſent thinks he has much more 
reaſon to believe, than the contrary. All the Doubt 
that is ſtrictly and abſolutely neceſſary to a fair Exa- 
{mination is, that it is poſſible what he enquires into 
may be otherwiſe than he at preſent apprehends 
pit, But a Man may believe a thing poſſible to be 
lalſe, and yet have great reaſon to believe it true. 
And it may well happen, that in the Courſe of his 
Eumination, he may fee {till greater Reaſon to 
believe and be aſſured of what he thought at firſt 
only probable, In which caſe, the Examination 
may be carried on very fairly, z. e. with a Mind 
open to Conviction and Evidence, without entertain- 
ing any conſiderable Doubt, or ever once ſeeing 
Qule abſolutely to ſuſpend the Aſſent concerning 
K. Thus, e.g. if a Man has been carefully _ 
1 cat 
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cated in the Belief of a God, and of a Provideng 
and the moral Differences of Things, and at ck 
ſame time has been inſtructed in the Reaſons upn 
which theſe Principles are founded, it is not nece. 
fary to a fair Examination into thoſe Principle 
that he ſhould be perfectly indifferent with regu 
to them, or ſhould diſbelieve them; he may vey 
conſiſtently carry on an Examination and Enquiry 
without having his Belief of them ſhocked ciths 
in the Beginning or whole Progreſs of it, becauk 
as he goes on in the Examination, the Evidence mi 
riſe fuller to his view, and his Convictions my 
ow ſtronger. And I doubt not this hath alk 
been the caſe of many excellent Perſons of prea 
Abilities and Probity, and of free Judgments, who 
have examined the Evidences Chriſtianity, 
They have come to the Examination with a god 
Opinion of it at firſt, but yet with a Reſolution 
impartially to conſider and follow the Evidend 
that ſhould ariſe; and the more they examined, the 
more they found reaſon to believe it; and thereſa 
were never obliged, during their Examination ab- 
folutely to ſuſpend their Aſſent to it, or to refuſeto 
govern their Practice by its Precepts. 
There is no need therefore to ſuppoſe with ths 
Writer, that all the Time of Examination and 
Enquiry muſt be an infidel Interim, as he call 
it &, or to talk of the Danger of Death's coming 
upon us whilſt we are carrying on this Enquiry, 
and of our lacking Faith the neceſſary Paſſport, Kc 
For a Perſon may fairly carry on the Enquiry, and 
yet neither during all that time diſbelievè the oY 
. ciple 
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: ples, mor neglect the Practice of the Duties of 
Chnitanity ; yea, may ſtill have his Faith more 
ed as he goes on, and his Bciolutions move 
Ei:bliſhed for a Chriſtian Practice. 

We may ke by this, how juſt this Gee 's 
Infiguations are, as if all Enquiries and Diſquiſi- 


1) ions anto the Truth and Authentichneſs of Revela- 
1 an dere Practices utteriy inconſiſtent with the 
au een of ſuch as call themſelves Chriſtians, or 


welt am Benefit from the Goſpel-Covenant, to 
Kobich bo are always preſumed Parties *. For 
pong God hath given us a Revelation, which 
teknows is attended with ſufficient Evidence to ſa- 
bafy a reaſonable and well-diſpoſed Mind, he may 
ery conſiſtently require us both to examine and 


Ja. o believe it; becauſe he knows a firm Belief of it 
— be the Effect of a fair Examination, if it be 
ot our on faults, His Deſign may be in effect 


Euamine fairly and carefully, and you will 
—— of its Truth and Excellency, as 
Fill. make your Belief and Obedience a reaſonable 
Nor can T fee but a Parent who takes great 
ue and pains in training up his Child to juſt and 
othy Sentiments of Religion and Virtue, may 
yconfitently bid him examine and . enquire 
ben be grows up, without deſiring him to diſbe- 
we what” be has taught him. There would be 


11: thing abſurd-in bis addrefling him thus: I have 
oo voured to inſtruct you in the Reaſonable- 
Prin- of the Principles of Religion, as far as I was 
ie to do it; and now you are come to a Capa- 
: G city 
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city of judging for yourſelf, I recommend it u 
you, to examine thoſe things, and the Reaſons wy 
Evidences on which they are founded, with a Mi 
open to Evidence and a Love of Truth; and a 
uaded that the more you do fo, the more yy 
will be convinced of their Reaſonableneſs and Af 
cellency. This is a way of recommending E. 
quiry and Examination perfectly conſiſtent with 
rm Belief of the Truth of the Things enqui{ 
into; nor is there any thing unreaſonable in ſg 
a Proceeding. 8 i 
Having conſidered this Gentleman's Accountd 
the Nature of Examination and Enquiry, it wi 
be no hard matter to ſhew the Weakneſs and Fi 
lacy of the Argument he builds upon it. He tn, 
ſuppoſes, that «a Man may, nay muſt, diſbeliem ii 
while for Information's ſake, and then aſks, M 
may be not even diſbelieve for ever, for want of I 
Formation? And if Doubting be once allowable, wi 
ſhall aſcertain the preciſe time for ſumming uf i 
Evidence, and pronouncing Sentence? He ſuppct 
that, according to the Scheme of thoſe that are fi 
a rational Faith, the firſt Motzons of Doubt are tt 
ceſſary Preparations, and therefore not in themſek 
criminal. And then he aſks, By what Autun 
F the Evidence happens never to take effect) can! 
Man be obliged ever to be reſolved * ? I ſee noo 
ther Tendency in this way of talking, but to pi 
mote univerſal Scepticiſm. But the Foundations 
it has been ſhewn to be wrong, viz. that Exan 
nation in all Caſes neceſſarily ſuppoſes a previ 
Diſbelief, But if we ſhould grant it to be {0 


\ 
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ves not follow, that if a Man be allowed to doubt 
x difbelieve for a while, therefore he may be al- 
Lwed to doubt or diſbelieve for ever; and that if 
Joubting in ſome Caſes may be innocent, z, e. be- 
xe the Evidence is laid before him, therefore it 
Fay be alſo innocent after the Evidence is fully 
Scopoſed to him. I think it cannot reaſonably be 
Penied, that Doubting in many Caſes may be a Diſ- 
mper of Mind, owing to very faulty Cauſes ; 
End when once a Man's Doubting is become crimi- 
Sal, he is under a real Obligation to lay it afide, and 

oreftify it, and may be required to do fo, at leaſt 
a divine Authority. When Evidences have 
een propoſed ſufficient to remove his Doubts, and 
Wis being {till in doubt is owing to a bad Temper 
f Mind, to a faulty Affectation, to an Unwilling- 
Meſs to be convinced, and to ſubmit to Evidence, 


Wh rhich may often happen with regard to religious 
Araach; in that caſe, his perſiſting in his Doubt is 
e, wi ally vicious and unreaſonable ; and all the time 
þ i". perſiſts in it, he is chargeable with a Crime, and 
be countable for his Conduct to the Supreme Judge, 


ho knows the ſecret Diſpoſition of his Mind, and 


'r' "may juſtly condemn him for it. 
4 In Pag. 16, 17. our Author, by a high-flown 


Encomium on Faith, its great Neceſſity and Im- 
portance, endeavours to deſtroy its Reaſonableneſs. 
He had repreſented, in ſtrong Colours, the early 
Influence of Prejudices and Paſſions, to ſhew that 
Reaſon comes too late to our aſſiſtance, and is too 
lo in her Advances; whereas Faith is neee 

o guide us from the beginning of our Lives. And 
den he goes on to obſerve, that Faith is neceſſary to 
LY f G 2 ſtamp 
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flamp a Value on Morality, which, without it, 


the neceſſary Paſſport, without which we canny 


that Religion or Faith can never be à thing to l 


him, and would no doubt anſwer his Intention ven 
well. For if Religion cannot be taught, it is cu. 
- tain the Intellectual Faculty is not deſigned to lea 


- Ciples of Religion, nor ſhould any Perſons be em. 


Inſtruction; nor ſhould any Man uſe means to ut: 


be iufſers from the Account he had given of the Ne- 
ceſſty of Faith. And he obſerves, that rhe 44) 


of no eſteem or acceptance with God: That it | 


die ſafely. But what his Deſign is, in all this fy 
Harangue on the Neceſſity of Faith, he lets u 
know, when he aſks, © Is it now any unwarrznt. 
able Concluſion from all theſe Conſiderations, ty 
i infer, that Religion therefore can never be ; 
é thing to be taught, that it muſt needs be ſome. 
* thing that deth not require Time to attain, lik 
ee other common Leſſons and Sciences, which ar 
indifferent in their Conſequences ? Since the ven 
«< ſame Reaſons that make it neceſſary at all, make 
& it equally ſo every moment of our Lives.“ 
The Maxim here advanced by this Gentlema, 


taught, and that it is ſomething which doth nf 


require Time to attain, is a very convenient one fit 


Men into it, And it would follow, that neither 
Parents ſhould inſtru their Children in the Prin. 


ployed as publick Teachers; nor is there any need 
of the Scriptures, or of any Books at all for ou 


derſtand Religion himſelf, or teach it to others, 
The Method he takes to prove, that Faith or Re 
ligion can never be taught, and that it requires n0 
time to attain, is pretty extraordinary, It is whit 


Jon 
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ſame Reaſons that make it neceſſary at all, mate it 
equally ſo every Moment of our Lives ; that is, from 


to Infants as to adult Per- 
2 + on Gonna Hee any uſe of our Rea. 
ſon, or are capable of being taught at all. | 
| But this is a ſtrange way of repreſenting things. 
Let us grant all he can deſire about the Neceſſity 
of Faith to our Acceptance with God, and to our 
Salvation, yet ſtill it is neceſſary only in thoſe that 
xe the capable Subjects of it. The neceſſity of 
holy Obedience, and of good Works, or keeping 
the Commandments of God, is as ſtrongly inſiſted 
upon in the facred Writings, as that of Faith. 
But Common Senſe teaches every Man to limit 
this, and the Nature of the thing limits it, that it 
muſt relate only to Perſons that are capable of mo- 
ral Agency; and therefore not to Ideots, nor In- 
fnts before they come to the Uſe of their Reaſon, 
And the ſame thing may be faid with regard to 
the Declarations made concerning the Neceſſity of 
Faith, They are to be underſtood as relating on- 
ly to thoſe that are naturally capable of it. Allow- 
ing Faith to be never ſo neceſſary, the Meaning is 
not, either that an equal Degree of Faith is necet- 
to all the Adult, how different ſoever their 


at all neceſſary, in any degree, to be actually in 
Infants; before they have any uſe of Reaſon, or 
we capable of nowing good and cit. 
One thing he urgeth, to ſhew the abſolute. Ne- 
telfity: of Faith at all times, is, that it is neceſſary 


amp a Value on Morality. This is W 
2 | 2 


the time of our Birth to our Death, and conſe- 


Advantages or Opportunities may be; or that it is 
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46 Remarks on à Pampblet, entitled, 
the Extent in which he repreſents it, that without 


it the be/? f Lives, and the moſt virtuous Action, 
are highly criminal and diſpleaſing to God; tho he 
endeavours to prove this, according to his manner, 
by. ſome miſapplied Texts of Scripture, which! 
ſhall not now turn aſide to examine. But allowing 
it to be fo, it will not follow, that Faith is neceſ- 
fary before we are capable of moral Agency, It i; 
ſome time before Children are capable of Actions 
properly moral, and for which they are account- 
able as moral Agents, becauſe it is ſome time be- 
fore they are properly capable of exerciſing their 
in like manner, it is ſome time before 
they are in any degree capable of Faith. And by 
the time they are capable of Actions properly mo- 
ral or religious, they are capable of believing too, 
as far as it is neceſſary for them to believe. So that 
Faith, and a good moral or religious Practice, may 
go together, from the time of their beginning to 
think and act rationally. And this, inſtead of 
proving that Faith or Religion cannot be taught, 
only ſhews the great neceſſity of teaching it be- 
times. And as their Reaſon or intellectual Faculty 
is for ſome time very imperfect, fo their Faith is 
very imperfect too, and is capable of continual In- 
creaſe and Improvement, as their Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding improves. As Children. begin very 
early to uſe their Reaſon, tho in a very imperfect 
manner, ſo it is highly fit to begin to inſtruct them 
early in the Principles of Religion ; and this may 
be fairly concluded from what our Author repre- 
ſents in fo lively a manner, co | 


ncerning the danger 
we are in betimes from the Snares of the World, 
, 4 
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ind from irregular Appetites and Paſſions, which 
| ſoon! begin to operate and exert a great influence 
apon us *; It is therefore a great advantage to any 
Perſon, to be from a Child acquarnted with the Holy 
$ Scriptures, as Timothy was, And it is a great In- 
| tance of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that 
God hath provided a Revelation for us, by inſtruct- 
ing us in which, we may have our Minds early 
ſeaſoned with the moſt excellent Principles, and 
the moſt powerful Motives to engage us to a good 
ad virtuous Practice. And Children may be gra- 
dually let into the Excellency of thoſe Doctrines 
and Laws, and the Evidences whereby they are 
confirmed, in a way accommodated to their Ca- 
pacities. They may be taught what they are to 
believe, _ with the Reaſons why they are to 
believe, as far as they are capable of receiving them, 
which undoubtedly will at firſt be in a very imper- 
fect way. But yet it is ſuch a degree of Faith as 
i; ſuited to their Age; a Faith ſufficient to influ- 
ence their Practice, as far as Practice morally good 
| and religious is required of them. . 

I had almoſt forgot an extraordinary Argument 
produced by this Writer, to ſhew that the Faith 
required of us, is not a rational Faith ; and that is, 
that we are required to pray for the Increaſe 45 our 
Faith, From whence he thinks it follows, that it 
8 not expected that we ſhould contribute to its E- 
fabliſhment by any Pains or Endeawours of our 
mon +, His Argument here proceeds upon the 
1 that Prayer to God ſuperſedes the Uſe 
of all Means or Endeavours on our parts, and that 

: 2 we 
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418 - Remarks on Pamphlet, entitled, 
we are never to pray to God for any thing, i 
which we are to contribute our own Endeavour, 
"which is to ſay, that we are never to pray to God, 
either for a Bleſſing on our worldly Affairs, or 1 
aſſiſt us in the Practice of Piety and Virtue : fo 
it evident, that in both theſe caſes we are oblige! 
to uſe our own Endeavours. But it appears to me 
to be the moſt conſiſtent thing in the world, ſup. 
poſing a God and a Providence, to uſe our own 
Endeavours, and to apply to God for his Aſi. WW 
tance and Bleſſing upon our Endeavours. Ang 
particularly, as it is our duty to make the beſt uſ | 
we can of the Underſtanding and Faculties God | 
hath given us, in enquiring after Truth; fo Reaſon Wi 

t 

I 


directs us, and it is what the beſt and wiſeſt d 
Men in all Ages have been ſenſible of, to apply to 
the Supreme Being, the Father of Lights, and the WM: 
God of Truth, to affiſt us in our Enquiries, to open Wi 
and enlighten our Minds to a clearer Diſcernment WF: 

of the Truth, and to diſpoſe our Hearts for receiy- 
ing it in the Love of it. f 
But he thinks it impoſſible, that Grace can ev 
fecond or add to the Faith that is founded in Reaſu. 
The. Reaſon he gives, is, becauſe Increaſe of Evi. 
dence is the only Acceſſion to be made to rationd 
Perſusſon. Allow this, then whatever increaſe 
the Evidence, or ſets it in a ſtronger light, or en- 
ables the Mind better to diſcern it, may make an 
Acceſſion to a rational Perſuaſion. Now I think 
it cannot be denied, that the Father of our Spirits 
can, by his gracious Influence upon the Mind, en- 
able it more clearly to diſcern the Evidence, can 
ſet it in a ſtronger light, and help to diſpel vicious 
| | Prejudices; 
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Prejudices 3, and on ſuch a Suppoſition his Grace 
would increaſe our Faith in a way azreeable to 


E Reaſon. And if ſo, there is no Inconſiſtency in 


humbly applying to God for that purpoſe; at the 
fame time that we uſe our own diligent Endeavours. 
And it may well be thought that a wiſe and good 
God, the Lover of Truth and Virtue, will be ready 
to aſſiſt good and well-diſpoſed Minds, that are 
willing to embrace Truth and ſubmit to Evidenee ; 
and who, at the ſame time that they uſe their own 
Endeavours in the beſt manner they are able, are 
ſenſible of their Dependence upon him, and hum 
bly apply to him for Light and Aſſiſtance in a 
Matter of ſuch Importance. And on the other 
hand, God may juitly withhold his Aſſiſtance from 
thoſe who from a vain and arrogant Conceit of 
themſelyes, one of the worſt Diſpoſitions for find- 
ing out Truth, do not apply to God for Light and 
Allſtance, and perhaps ridicule his interpoſing in 
ſuch matters. | ILSS 
This may help us to judge of what the Author 
further offers , where he repreſents the applying 
to. God by Prayer for the confrming and continuing 
us fledfaſt in the Faith, to be a diſavowing in the! 
Fung of our Conviftion all future Uſe of Reajfor 
or our Security. And he talks to the fame pur- 

poſe again . But the reſolving to make a future 

Uſe of our Reaſon is very conſiſtent with our prays- 
ng to God to confirm and continue us ſtedfaſt in 

the Faith. For here, as in the former Caſe, our 

Enyer {till ſuppoſes the Uſe of Means on our parts} 


We muſt take all proper Methods to know more 
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and more of Religion, and to get a clearer view 
of the Evidence whereby it is confirmed, and # 
act under the governing Influence of it in the Prac. i” 
tice of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; at the ſam 
time earneſtly begging of God that he would con. 
tinue his divine Atliſtances, and enlighten our Ming 
more and more in the Knowledge of ſacred Truth 
that he would cauſe us to ſee more of its Reaſonable. 
neſs and Excellency, and feel more of its happy 
Influence on our Temper and Conduct. In which 
caſe our Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith would not be, 
what this Gentleman is here pleaſed to repreſen 
the Chriſtian Per /everance to be, @ blind and foul 
Obſtinacy to a preſent Notion ; but a ſteady Adhe. WWF.” 
rence to what we are perſuaded of upon good and 
folid grounds, ſo as not to be drawn aſide by any 
wrong Motives or artful Repreſentations, or thro 
a Levity and Inſtability of Mind, from important 
Truth and Duty. And there is nothing in fuch 
an Application to the Deity, but what would be- 
come any good and thinking Man, ſuppoſing Re. 
ligion to be founded in Reaſon. 

From p. 17. to p. 2 1. the Strain of his arguing 
ſeems to be this: That if Faith were a rational 
Thing, the Generality of Mankind could not be 
juſtly required to believe, becauſe this would be 
thing abſolutely above their Capacity. He ſts 
himſelf to ſhew, that there are few that are cafa- 
ble of reaſoning at all, And he particularly ob- 
ſerves, that the Nature and Evidence of Religion in 
the rational way is founded entirely on the Credit 
and Authentickneſs of Hiſtory, in which: it is in- 
foffible to give any rational Decifion without 4 | 
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md natural Turn for Reaſoning, and even ſome 
Lvery conſiderable Acquiſitions in Learning. And 
then he inſiſts upon a Diſtinction, which he thinks 
js not ſuſicientiy attended to on this Subject, viz. 
That it is one thing whether a Propoſition be true 
in ite, and another whether a Man be bound to 
opprebend or believe it, That therefore let Chri- 
ſtanity and the Evidence for the Hiſtorical Facts 
the Goſpel be ſuppoſed to be never /o true in it- 
% and convincing to thoſe that have capacity to 
Wk into it; yet the Generality of Mankind cannot 
We bound to believe it, becauſe they have not Ca- 
pacity to diſcern the Force of the Proofs brought 
Wor it. It is a thing of which they can have no 
Perception, nor can they frame any reaſonable 
Notion about it ; any more than a Man that has 
o Ear can perceive or judge of Muſick, tho 
ever ſo fine or j uſt. | 
It will eaſily be allowed, that a thing may be 
rue, and yet all Men may not be bound to believe 
t; and that no Man can be obliged to believe a 
ning on rational grounds, when he is naturally 
gucapable of perceiving or underſtanding the Evi- 
wence brought for it. But I differ very widely 
rom this Gentleman in the Suppoſition he makes, 
at the Evidence for Chriſtianity is abſolutely above 
ie natural Capacity of the Generality of Man- 


Indeed, according to his Repreſentation, it is 
boxe their Capacity to know or believe any Reli- 
Pon at all, Man, according to his Account of 
um, inſtead of being formed a religious Creature, 
naturally incapable of Religion, and therefore 
S H 2 ſhould 
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ſhould not give himſelf any concern about i; 


He here repreſents it, as if it would be the 


moſt unjuſt and tyrannical thing in God to te, 
quire Men to believe any thing that 7s not lp. 
evident, and in which there is the 16 of l. 
dul ion or Inference; and conſequently to requir 
them to believe even the fundamental Principe 
of natural Religion, the Being of a God and a Fi. 
yidence ; for it cannot be ſaid, that theſe are pro. 
perly /e/f-epident ; they are capable of being prone 
by Inaudion and Inference. Thus, in order y 
ſhew that Men are not capable of a rational Faith 
he degrades the Generality of Mankind alm} to 
level with the Brutes in point of Underitaiuing 
He repreſents them as not gualfied for reaſoning 
at all; as incapable of any thing that has zhe le 
of Induction or Inference in it; that their Soul; an 
lodged in their bands, as he politely expreſſcth i, 
and their Apprebenſious extend not beyond a jimpl 
Propoſition, and they are thrown out at once at th 
very firſt mention of introducing a Medium. Bu 
common Obſervation and Experience may cots 
yince any Man, that this is a very falſe and inju 
rious Repreſentation af human Nature. We plain- 
ly ſee, that the Generality of Men in their com- 
mon Affairs and Converſation daily uſe Medium; 
and make Inductions and Inferences. And ther 
are few, that when they are tried, and apply them 
ſelves to it, are not capable of learning Things tha 
depend upon Mediums, and which require 4 
Exerciſe of the reaſoning Faculty, And I doubt 
2 God, who deſigned Men for Religion, ha 
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ge capable of underſtanding the main Principles 
of it, as far as is ſufficient for them, if they will 
xeally take that pains and care which becomes 
them in Matters of ſuch Importance, and will uſe 
their Reaſon arid the Faculties God has given them, 
as much as it 1s really in their power to do, and 
as they actually do in Things of far leſs conſe- 
quence, 

I acknowledge indeed, that it would not be very 
confiſtent with the State and Circumſtances of the 
Generality of Mankind, to enter into a minute 
Diſcuſſion in a way of Reaſoning into the ſeveral 
Doctrines and Principles of Religion, and regularly 
trace them by the force of their own Reflections 
thro' their genuine Connexions and Conſequences. 
And this ſhews the great Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God in the Method he has taken for the In- 
ſtruction of Mankind, by comprizing all that is 
neceflary and proper for us to believe and know, 
relating to Religion, in a written ſtanding Revela- 
tion, which ſets before us the main Articles of 
Truth and Duty in plain Propofitions, which they 
may without much difficulty underſtand. And 
the Evidence that is brought to prove that this is a 
Revelation from God, and that the Perſons who 
publiſhed it to the World in his Name were ex- 
traordinarily ſent and commulſion'd by him, is ſuch 
as is reaſonably ſufficient to convince any Man of 
common Underſtanding, that will apply himſelf 
cloſely to confider it. Nor is it neceſſary to a ra- 
tional Belief, to enter into a particular Examina- 
tion of every Difficulty and every Objection. A 
Man may firmly and upon good and ſolid grounds 
A | believe 
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believe a God and a Providence, without knowing 
the ſeveral atheiſtical Schemes that have been ad. 
vanced, or ſo much as any one of them ; yea, and 
tho' he may meet with ſome Difficulties, that he 
is not well able to ſolve. So in revealed Religion, 
a Man may fee ſo much reaſon to be perſuaded of 
the Truth of the extraordinary Facts by which it 
was atteſted, and he may have ſuch a ſtrong Senſe 
and Diſcernment of its excellent Nature and bene. 
ficial Tendency, and the divine Characters of Wil. 
dom, Goodneſs and Purity, that are diſcernible in 
it, as may render his Belief rational, and lay a 
Foundation for a holy Practice, tho' he does not 
know, or is not well able to ſolve all the Difficul- 
ties and Objections that a ſubtil Wit may raiſe a. 
gainſt it. 

And if there be any particular Perſons of ſuch 
weak Intellects or ſmall Opportunities, that they 
are incapable of forming a juſt Notion of the 
main Principles of that Revelation, and the Proofs 
and Evidences on which it is founded, in which 
caſe we may be ſure a merciful God will make 
all proper Allowances for their Weakneſs; this does 
not prove that Revelation to be uſeleſs, or not to 
be founded on good and rational Evidence, For, 


ſuppoſing God gives a Revelation at all, it is ſuffi- 


cient to juſtify its Reaſonableneſs and Uſefulneſs, 
if it be ſuch that the Generality of Mankind of 
common Senſe and ordinary Underſtanding or Ca- 
pacity, by applying to it with the Cate and Atten- 
tion that becomes them in ſuch a caſe, may ſuffi- 
ciently underſtand it and comprehend the Force of 
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its Proofs, ſo far as to make it reaſonable for them 
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is receive it with a Faith that may influence their 


ing e kes 
Practice, and have a happy Tendency to pur 
a their Hearts and reform het Lives. y A 2 
be ot its Proofs be ſuch, that they could not have 
on pound them out of themſelves, it is ſufficient that 
1 of Ml they can comprehend them when laid before them 
\ i Wt by others, It is plain to any one that conſiders 
nf. che State of Mankind, that we ſtand in need of 
ne. mutual Aſſiſtance and Information in many Caſes 
vic. ck great conſequence. And it is every Man's Duty 
ein n ſuch a cale, to uſe Means to get the beſt Aſſiſ- 


E tance and Information he can, and then to judge 
upon the whole by the Reaſon and Underſtanding 
which God hath given him. And I am perſuaded, 
- x. chat a moderate Share of that Care and Pains that 
ö taken in other Things, would ordinarily ſerve to 
uch ire Men ſuch a Notion of Religion and its Proofs, 
hey I may make it reaſonable for them to yield an 
the {MWAllent to it, and to govern their Practice by it. 
ook And this has actually been the caſe of many that 
ich lave not had more Capacity or Leiſure than others, 
ke chat thro a faulty Negligence of Mind, or the In- 
ices {Mifuence of corrupt Lufts and evil Habits, have 
to bed in an ignorance of it. | 
For, As to what this Gentleman alledges, concerning 
if. che Incapacity of the Vulgar to judge of the hiſto- 
cal Evidence of Religion, I think it may be juſt- 
ly affirmed, that hiſtorical Evidence 'is a kind of 
Proof as obvious to common Underſtandings as any 
that can be offered; far more eaſily comprehended, 
and which they can more eaſily judge of than they 
could underſtand or judge of metaphyſical abſtract- 
ed Reaſonings zand which may be fo A 
thnat 
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that a Man of an ordinary Capacity may perceiu 
the Force of it, and may ſee it reaſonable for him 
to receive Things upon that Evidence, It canng 
be denied, that with regard to many Events thi 
happened many Ages ago, tho” the original Hiſts. 
ries that give an account of thoſe things are in the 
learned Languages ; yet one that has not Learning 
himſelf may have ſuch a moral Certainty concern. 
ing them from the Conſent of thoſe that do un. 
derſtand thoſe original Hiſtories, or from the Hi. 
ſtories themſelves tranſlated into his own Tongue, 
that he may ſee plainly, that it would be perfect) 
unreaſonable to doubt of the Truth of thoſe Fact 
Any Man of common Underſtanding may obſerye, 
that by the Acknowledgment of all Mankind, it ; 
very reaſonable to believe Facts that were done in 
paſt Ages, when the Accounts of them are tran: 
mitted to us in credible authentick Records. And 
thoſe Records are juſtly accounted authentick, that 
were written by Perſons who were well acquainted 
with the Facts they relate, and who at the ſame 
time appear to have been Perſons of great Probity 
and Sincerity. And it gives great force to this, if 
the Facts themſelves were of a publick nature, and 
eſpecially if thoſe Facts produced great and ſur- 
prizing Changes in the World; but above all, i 
the Effects of them have continued even to the pre- 
ſent Age. And it is no ſmall Confirmation of al 
this, if it appears that thoſe Records can be traced 
from this preſent Age, up to the very Age in which 
they were firſt written; 1. e. the Age in which the 
Facts were ſaid to be done, and ſtill found to have 
been in being, and referred to in many Writings ſil 
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bin "There is nothing in all this, but what may appear 
" great Reaſon and Evidence 1n it, to any 

Man of common found Underſtanding, And it is 

tha aly to apply this to the Facts upon which the Chri- 

lian Religion is founded, 

. The Accounts of theſe Facts are tranſmitted to 


ring , in the beſt and propereſt way, in which paſt 
ern. pacts could be tranſmitted ; that is, in Records 
12 written by Perſons who profeſs to have been Wit- . 


nefles to them, and who appear to have been per- 
deen well-acquainted with the Facts they relate. 
And an honeſt, tho unlearned Man, may, by 
conſulting thoſe Records, without entering into any 


ern, Wl ice hiſtorical Diſquiſitions, find great reaſon to be- 
* lieve, that the Accounts there given of thoſe ex- 


ordinary Facts are true, and to be depended on, 
Upon an attentive conſidering them, he finds all 
the Characters of Sincerity, and an impartial Re- 
zard to Truth, that can be deſired in ſuch Writ- 
Ing: He finds enough to convince him, that the 
Writers of them were excellent Perſons, of great 
Probity and Simplicity, and who appear to have 
had no worldly Intereſts in view, nothing but the 
Glory of God, and the Good of Mankind, and 
whoſe whole Character and Conduct ſeems to have 
been the moſt remote from that of Impoſtors, that 
can be imagined. And this furniſhes a good Ar- 
gument, to convince his Reaſon, that ſuch excellent 
Perſons could never be guilty of ſuch a ſolemn Im- 
poſture, ſuch deliberate Villainy, as to have con- 
taved ſuch a Series of extraordinary Facts and mi- 
nculous Atteſtations, and to have endeavoured to 
impoſe them upon the World in the Name of God, 
A, R 
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even if it had been in their power to have done (, 
And there is no reaſon to think they could haue 
done it, if they had been ever fo willing, conſider. 
ing the Circumſtances they were in, the Power and 
Malice of their Enemies, and the Nature of th 
Facts themſelves ; many of which were ſuch, thut 
it would have been the eaſieſt thing in the world u 
have detected . and expoſed them, if they had n 
been true. 

It greatly ſtrengthens this, when he conſiders the 
Nature of the Religion that is taught in thok 
Writings, and which 1s cloſely connected with the 
Facts there related. He plainly finds, that in that 
Religion, as laid down in thoſe Writings, there ar 
not the leaſt Marks of worldly Ambition, Aw 
rice, or Senſuality, nor any thing to flatter the ca. 
rupt Appetites and Inclinations of Men ; that ther 
is an uniform Spirit of Piety, Zeal, and Charny, 
running through the whole; that its Doctrines and 
Precepts are unqueſtionably pure and holy, and d 
the moſt excellent Tendency; that the Practice d 
Righteouſneſs and Virtue is there carried to the 
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nobleſt height, and inforced by the moſt impa- . 
tant Motives ; that it ſtrongly condemns all Falſho BW; 
and Impurity, and denounces the Wrath of Gol 8; 
againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men. Ne 
In a word, that the governing End of all ſeemst0 Bi 
be the Glory of God, the Good of Mankind, and W\ 
the promoting the Cauſe of Truth and Holineſs WW: 
the World. This furniſhes an obvious Argument, f 
of great force and ſtrength to convince him, that WF\ 
ſuch a Religion, with the Facts on which it © Wis 
founded, and which it neceffarily ſuppoſcs, an b 


exer 
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every where refers to, was not the Contrivance of 


E Impoſtors and Seducers. Men of ſuch a Character 


would never have taken ſuch pains to eſtabliſh 
ſuch a Religion as this, and that in oppoſition to all 
their worldly Intereſts, and when they thereby ex- 
poſed themſelves to the greateſt Su fferings, under 
which they had nothing to ſupport them, but the 


Hopes of a Reward in another World, which, ac- 


E cording to that Religion, if guilty of ſuch delibe- 
rate Falſhood and Impoſture, they could not ex- 


Theſe are very natural and obvious Reflections, 
the Force of which may be made to appear to any 
Man of common Underſtanding, and which with- 
out entering into any great Refinements, or tedi- 
ous Diſquiſitions, may be of great weight to 
convince him, that the Writings which contain 
the original Records of Chriſtianity, and the Facts 
by which it was atteſted; are to be depended 
upon. | 

But beſides this, if he purſues his Enquiries, he 
may eaſily find, that there are ſome general Facts 
relating to thoſe Matters, which are univerſally ac- 
knowledged, and which no Man was ever ſo abſurd 
a to deny. That there were ſuch Perſons as Jeſus 
Chriſt-and his Apoſtles, can no more reaſonably be 
doubted than that there are Chriſtians now in the 
World. And that Chriſt declared himfelf to be 
at extraordinary Perſon ſent of God, that he pro- 
feſſed to do many wonderful Works, and to inſtru 
Mankind in Religion, and that he was crucihed, 
b what the Heathens and Jews, the moſt virulent 
Enemies of Chriſtianity, never pretended to deny. 

I 2 And 


. 1 — —_ — —_ 


2 = 
| SS— — 


60 Remarks on a Pampblet, entitled, 


And that his _— went abroad through the 
Nations after his Death, and publiſhed to the 
World that he was riſen from the dead, and 2. 
ſcended up into Heaven, of which they declared 
themſelves to have been Eye-witnefſes; and thy 
they profeſſed to deliver the Religion they recen. 
ed from him, and pretended to work Miracles in 
his Name, 1s capable of as good Proof as that ther 
were ſuch Perſons as the Apoſtles : Nor do the 
greateſt Enemies of Chriſtianity attempt. to con- 
teſt this. And it is alſo a Fa& that cannot, with 
any ſhadow of Reaſon, be conteſted ; and which 
is capable of the cleareſt Proof even from the Tel. 
timony of Heathen Writers now extant, and ſome 
of which are tranſlated into our own Tongue? 
that great Numbers of Perſons in that very Age be 
came Chriſtians, i. e. received that Jeſus who hal 
been ignominiouſly crucified by the Romans and 
Fews, as their Saviour and their Lord: And that the 
Religion founded by him and his Apoſtles, thong 
contrary to the moſt favourite Prejudices and Pa- 
ſions both of Jews and Gentiles, prevailed and ſpread 
in a ſhort time to a wonderful degree, though t 
had the greateſt Oppoſition made to it, and n 
worldly Advantages to recommend it, Theſe art 
Facts which are fo clear and certain, that a Man 
may as reaſonably doubt of all paſt Facts whatlo- 
ever as doubt of them. And upon conſidering 
—— things, it is natural to reflect, that — = 

ve been ſomething very extraordinary in r 
dence, that could dap ſuch Numbers of ” 
8 TT _ 
e *Partieufarly $uetoniur, in the Life of Nero 3 Tacitus, in ti 
Fifteenth Book of his Annals 3 and Pliny, in the Tenth Book d 
his Epiſtles, Epiſt. 97. 


C nitics of 


E ligion publiſhed by him and his Apoſtl 
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fs, at a time when they had the beſt Opportu- 
ing the Truth of thoſe things, to 
embrace the Faith of a crucified Jeſus, in oppoſi- 
tion to their darling Prejudices and worldly Inte- 
reſts. And this again makes the Account credible, 
that is given in thoſe original Records, of the E- 


| vidence whereby Perſons were brought to believe 


in Jeſus, and to embrace his Religion; an Evie 


| dence ariſing from a Series of ſuch extraordinary 


and illuſtrious Atteſtations, as demonſtrated Jeſus, 
who was crucified, to be ſent of God, and the Re- 
es, to be di- 
vine, On ſuch a View of things, the wonderful 
Progreſs of that Religion in ſuch Circumſtances, and 


the Zeal and Conſtancy of its firſt Profeſſors and 


Adherents, may be well accounted for, which o- 
therwiſe could hardly be done. And this, added 


| to the Reflections juſt mentioned, ariſing from the 


Character of the Writings themſelves, and the Na- 
ture of the Religion there contained, helps to ſet 
the Truth of the main Facts, on which that Reli- 
gion was founded, in a yet ſtronger light. | 

It is no ſmall Confirmation of all this, that it 
can be proved with great Evidence, enough to ſa- 
tify any reaſonable Mind, that theſe Writings that 
contain the original Records of Chriſtianity, have 
been and are till extant, and their Authority has 
been acknowledged from the Time in which Chri- 
ſtianity was firſt founded, to the preſent Age. Ne- 
ver were there Writings that were diſperſed into ſo 
many hands, or that were ſo frequently appealed to 
by Men of different Sects and Parties, on ſo many 
different Occaſions. Not one Age hath _ 
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from the time in which they were written to the 
preſent, in which thoſe Writings: have not been 
referred to, and many Paſſages, and often laig 
Portions, cited out of them. This is a matter, d 
which an unlearned Man may have ſuch an Af. 
rance, by the concurring Teſtimony of thoſe that 
have Opportunities of examining thoſe things, hoy. 
ever widely diftering in their Sentiments in other 
matters, as well as by large Portions of original 
Writings tranſlated into his own Tongue, that he 
cannot reaſonably doubt of it, Eſpecially when he 
finds, that thoſe who ſeem willing to lay hold & 
all Advantages againſt Chriſtianity, are not able to 
invalidate this Evidence ; but inſtead of anſwering 
the diſtin Proofs that have been brought, hav 
. recourſe to general Clamours and Invectives again 

hiſtorical Evidence and moral Certainty, which 
they themſelves freely admit in other Caſes. And 
whereas they make a mighty Noiſe about Corrup- 
tions and Alterations in thoſe Writings, by the 
Fraud of thoſe through whoſe Hands they hav: 
been tranſmitted ; a Man of a common Under 
ſtanding, and an honeſt Mind, may be ſatisfied that 
theſe Clamours are groundleſs; becauſe upon im- 
partially examining thoſe Writings, he finds no 
Marks of thoſe Corruptions or Innovations there, that 
he is told have been introduced into the Chriſtian 
Church in theſe latter Ages, no worldly Schemes 
of Ambition or Power. And tho' Chriſtians are, 
-and have been for many Ages, divided into many 
Secs and Parties, very different in many thing 
from one another, yet he finds it generally agreed, 


that thoſe Writings are preſerved the fame w_ 
IC them 


trines contained there. 
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them all, without any greater Differences than 


E what muſt be expected to ariſe from a great Num- 


her of Copies diſperſed in ſeveral Countries, and 
which do not affect any of the main Facts or Doc- 
Nor have any of the diffe- 


rent Parties been able, if they had attempted it, to 


l 


alter thoſe ſacred Writings in favour of their pecu- 
liar Corruptions.. Thoſe Writings ſtill exhibit an 
Idea of Chriſtianity, as it was in its primitive Sim- 


I plicity.. And it is manifeſt, that if they had been 
| defignedly corrupted and interpolated in ſucceeding 
Ages after they were firſt publiſhed, they would 


have been-in-many things very different from what 
they.now appear. And it 1s very remarkable, that 
thoſe very Corruptions among Chriſtians are plainly 
foretold there, and a great Apoſtacy pointed out 
by very remarkable Characters. | 

Thus a good Acquaintance with the ſacred 
Writings may, in a great meaſure, furniſh a Man 
of common ſound Underſtanding, that knows no 


E more than his Mother-Tongue, with an Anſwer 


to the moſt conſiderable Objections brought againſt 
Chriſtianity. And if, beſides all this, he finds in his 
own'Senſe and Experience, the happy Influence of 
thoſe ſacred Writings, and of the Doctrines and 
Motives there contained, upon his own Temper and 
Conduct, for forming his Soul to the moſt excellent 
Diſpoſitions towards God and Man, for comforting 
him in his Afflictions, for engaging him to ſubdue 
and mortify his corrupt Appetites and Paſſions, for 
ailing his Views to the Things which are above, 
and powerfully drawing him to the Practice of uni- 
rerſal Holineſs and Virtue: Taking all this toge- 


ther, 
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ther, his own Senfation, Reaſon, and Experience 
concur to furniſh the moſt perſuaſive Evidence 9 
convince him that it is divine. To all which j 
may be added, that a good and upright Man, why 
is willing to know and do the Will of God, and ea. 
neſtly applies to him for his divine Aſſiſtances, my 
alſo expect the gracious Aids of his Spirit, for far. 
ther diſpoſing his Mind more clearly and fully u 
diſcern and feel the Light and Force of the Goſpel. 
Evidence: And that there is nothing in ſuch ; 
Suppoſition contrary to Reaſon, I may afterward 

ſhew. 

As to the Flirts this Gentleman gives at ſome of 
the Arguments that have been brought for Chiti. 
ſtianity, ſuch as what he calls 7ngenzous Application 
myſterious Prophecies, and their References ; tie 
profound Calculation of Daniel's Weeks, the Ana- 
logy of Reaſon and Revelation; let us ſuppoſe that 
there are Numbers of thoſe to whom the Preca 
of Believing is addreſi d, who are not well able to 
trace theſe, and ſome other Arguments for Chriſtu- 
nity, through all their Connexions and Inference 
this does by no means prove, either that theſe Ar: 
ments are of no uſe at all, or that the Genen 
ity of Mankind, though they do not concem 
themſelves much about them, have not Evidence 
ſufficient to lay a juſt and reaſonable Foundation fot 
believing. For the Wiſdom of God has ſo ordered 
it, that the Proofs of Chriſtianity, as well as d 
Natural Religion, even in its moſt important Prin- 
ciples, admit of great Variety of Hlaſtrations and 
Arguments; ſome of general uſe, and fit to take 
hold of common Capacities, that will apply ** 
| | ye 
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riencs ales to conſider them, and others that are fitted 
Ace to iſto give farther Light and Conviction even to Per- 
ich i: Wilſons of greater Learning and ſuperior Underſtand- 
„ who Wings and who often are more liable to be aſſaulted 
id ear. N Vith Doubts and ſubtil Objections than the Vulgar. 
„ cy Aud if theſe laſt are not capable of all the Proofs, 
r far. e Force of which appears to the Learned, fo nei« 


ger are they liable to all the Difficulties and Ob- 
tions that lie in the way of the other. And, 
whereas this Author ſeems to think, that Religion, 
anfidering its Importance, ought to be ſelf-evident, 
nd that it cannot ſtand in need of far-fetebd Apo- 


me of Whores, and labour d Arts to reconcile and explain it, 
Chri- Nor can any Part of its Evidence be founded on any 
ation {omplication of Circumſtances to be traced out with 
; ry and Addreſs “; for my part, I cannot 
An. ee, why, when no other Knowledge or valuable 
> tht attainment can be obtain'd without Care and In- 
rect uſtry, Religion alone ſhould be inconſiſtent with 
ble to Wt; and require no Pains or Care at all. If Religion 
riſtiz e of ſuch neceſſity and importance, it certainly 
neces; Nelerves our Care and Diligence. And I cannct 
e Ar: ink it unbecoming the Wiſdom and Equity of. 


d ſo to order it, that Men cannot be truly reli- 
Fons, or attain either to the Knowledge or Practice 


dene Hit without Care and Application, Many Argu- 
on for ents in behalf of Truths of the higheſt Impor- 
dered {ance may be laboured, and yet very uſcful: And 


ire are many that both have leiſure and capa- 
ty to conſider and diſcern the Force of them. For 
50, as this Gentleman expreſſes it, all the Candi- 
ates of Heaven be not Scholars or Philoſophers, 
hem⸗ + K | yet 
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yet ſome are; and if thoſe Arguments be inſtm. 
mental to the ſtrengthening the Faith of ſuch Per. 
ſons, they anſwer a valuable End: And ſuch Per. 
ſons may be of uſe to afliſt the Faith of other 
And I doubt not, many of thoſe that are uſualh 
called Unlearned, tho' they could not of themſclyg 
without Aſſiſtance trace out the Applications d 
ſome Prophecies, or calculate Daniels Weeks, yt 
may diſcern the Force of the Proofs, and reap the 
Advantage of them, when ſet in a proper light by 
others. But I find this Gentleman here, as in fe. 
veral other Paſſages of his Book, ſeems unealy at al 
Attempts in defence of Chriſtianity. He woll 
fain perſuade Chriſtians never to meddle with Ar. 
nt at all, or concern themſelves about any df 

the Evidences or Reaſons produced for it; and, i 
they will believe him, all Attempts of this kind at 
uſeleſs, and even pernicious, And this, no doubt, 
proceeds from his great Friendſhip for Chriſtianity, 
of which he has given ſo many convincing Prools 
in this Performance. It is from the fame Principle 
that he repreſents thoſe as the beſt Chriſtians, tha 
never concern themſelves the leaſt in any argumtn- 
tative Taſts, &c *. I allow indeed, that there ar 
goor People that perhaps do not much trouble them. 
ves about the Proofs of Religion in an argumentatie 
way; and where their Faith has a purifying In- 
- fluence on their Hearts and Lives, it is graciouly 
accepted of God. And even in this caſe the Senſe 
and Diſcernment they have of the internal Charac- 
ters of Goodneſs and Purity in the Chriſtian Rel- 
gion, and the happy Influence they feel its ** 
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and Motives have upon them, to engage them to the 
Practice of Piety and Virtue, is to them a perſua- 
five Argument to convince them of its divine Ori- 
ginal, But yet I think it can ſcarce be denied, 
that a Man that takes pains to conſider the Evi- 
dences for Chriſtianity, and in conſequence of this 
firmly believes it, and governs himſelf by its excel- 
lent Rules, acts a better Part, and approves himſelf 
a better Chriſtian, than he that is not fo diligent 
to inform himſelf concerning it. Pat I ſuppoſe our 
Author would count thoſe the beſt Part of Man- 
kind, that never concern themſelves about any Re- 


Eligion at all; which ſeems to be the Deſign, or at 


leaſt the Tendency of ſeveral of his Arguments. 
This Writer having done all in his power to prove 
that the Generality of Mankind are incapable of 
Faith or Religion if it be rational, ſets himſelf next 
to ſhew, that even Men of Learning, yea, e 
ableſt and beſt of Men, are diſqualified for fair 
reaſoning, or judging impartially of the Evidence 
of Chriitianity, by their natural Prejudices, That 
Prejudice, ever earlier than the firſt Eſſays of Rea- 


ſon, is as abſolute a Diſqualification for ſuch a Taſk, 


as the greateſt natural Incapacity * What he 
farther offers there concerning the Power of Preju- 
dice, appears to me to have no other tendency than 
to introduce univerſal Scepticiſm ; as. if no Man 
lying was capable of reaſoning fairly, or judging 
truly, But it is not true, that the Prejudices to 
which all Men are in ſome degree ſubjected, da 
4 abſolutely diſqualify a Man for forming a faix 
and equitable Judgment of Things, as the greatg/t 

| 28 K 2 natural 
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natural Incapacity. In the one caſe it is impol 
fible, in the other it is far from being ſo. When 
there is an honeſt and an upright Mind, open t 
Conviction, and ready to receive the Evidence thy 
is offered, a Man may overcome his Prejudices and 
judge fairly and impartially, as appears from thou. 
ſands of Inſtances both in Religion and other Mat- 
ters. And particularly there were at the firſt Pro. 
mulgation of Chriſtianity numerous Inſtances d 
Perſons, that broke thro' the ſtrongeſt Prejudice, 
natural Attachments to Cuſtoms, Perſons and Thing, 
to borrow this Gentleman's Expreſſions, overcome 
by the Evidence that attended it, and the Proof 
of a divine Original. If we have not thoſe Preju. 
dices now in our way, it is an advantage we ſhoull 
be thankful for; and if by being educated in: 
regard to Chriſtianity we rather have Prejudices in 
its favour, a juſt and fair Examination and Enquiry 
may be carried on notwithſtanding this, as hath 
been already ſhewn. - 
Our Author concludes this Part of his Attempt 
with obſerving *, that © It is to be remembred al 
# along, and carried with us carefully thro' al 
* theſe Conſiderations, that the great Command 
ff to believe is peremptory and abſolute, No Con- 
5 ditions in the caſe, that we ſhall believe if we 
te have Time, if we have Abilities, or if preceding 
Prejudices have not firſt taken too faſt hold to 
© prevent us.” It is true, there are no ſuch Con- 
ditions expteſſed, and it would be abſurd if there 
were ſo. Suppoſing that upon giving a Revel 
tion of his Will to Mankind, attended with ft 
. 8 Evidence 
„ 7 
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Qyidence as he ſaw and knew to be ſufficient if it 
were not their own faults, God ſhould command 
them to believe and to receive it, which I have ſhewn 
in ſuch a caſe he might juſtly do; it would not be 
very wiſe to expreſs it thus, Believe, and receive it, 
if you have Time; Believe, if you have Abilities; 
Believe, if Prejudices have not taken too faſt hold 
fo prevent you. - 'This would have been regarded 
as giving an Allowance to Unbelief and Diſobe- 
dience in the Law itſelf, People would ſoon; have 
taken advantage of it. and it would have been the 
rady way -to render them careleſs and negligent 
about it. If ſuch a Command were deſigned to 
have any effect at all, it muſt be delivered in per- 
emptory and abſolute Terms, the better to awaken 
the Attention of Mankind, and engage them 
to apply themſelves to conſider the Evidence with- 
out delay, and to take pains to diveſt themſelves 
of culpable Prejudices, If it appears, that they re- 
ally had not natural Abilities, or were under an 
mvincible Incapacity, which may be often pretended 
where it is far from being the caſe, the ſupreme 
Lawgiver will eaſily be able to make the proper Al- 
lowances, when he comes to judge them for their 
Conduct. | | 
Nor does it follow from the Command's being 
expreſſed in general Terms, that an equal Degree 
of Faith is required of all Men in order to Salva 
tion; or that all Men are required at the Peril of 
their Souls to be in the right ; that is, to have a 
fight Notion and Belief in all the Doctrines pro- 
70 to us to be believed. Thus our Author thinks 
jt to repreſent it in his Pamphlet. But nothing 8 

1 | more 
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more evident, than that in Scripture it is al] along 
ſuppoſed, that there are different Degrees of Faith 
and Knowledge; and that Perſons may be eas iz 
Faith, who yet are ſincere, and ſhall be accepted, 
Some are repreſented as Babes in Chriſt, ſome x 
ſtrong Men: Some as knowing only the firſt Prix. 
ciples of the Oracles of God; others, as arrived to | 
higher Degree of Knowledge, and going on unt 
Perfection; a Faith that is true and acceptable in 
its firſt Commencement, 1s yet repreſented as cape. 
ble of grouing exceedingly, and of receiving great 
Increaſe and continual Improvement. With re. 
gard to Truths of the higheſt Importance, even in 
natural Religion, ſuch as the Being of a God, and 
a Providence, tho' ſome Knowledge and Belief of 
this is neceſſary, and lies at the Foundation of all 
Religion, yet it is not abſolutely required, that all 
Men ſhould be equally right in their Notions cons 
cerning it, and in the Ideas they form of God and 
his Attributes. It is ſufficient if there be ſuch a 
Belief as engages them to love and reverence, to 
worſhip and obey him in Sincerity, The fame 
may be faid with regard to Chriſtianity, It is not 
abſolutely required as neceſſary to Salvation, that 
Men ſhould believe and think rightly of all the 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, tho' in them- 
ſelves true and of great Importance ; -or that even 
in Points of the higheſt Conſequence they ſhould 
exactly have the ſame Ideas, and their Notions be 
alike clear and juſt.. They may, with regard to 
ſome Things in thoſe Doctrines, have miſtaken 
Notipns; but a merciful God will make Allowances 
for their Weakneſs, and graciouſly accept BY 
tt © -- al 
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Faith as ſufficient, if they know and believe fo 


alon 

Fart much of theſe Things, as engages them to love 
cabin Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity, and to live ſoberly, righte- 
epted, bully, and godly in this preſent World. Where 


this is the Caſe, Men ſhall be accepted according 
to the Goſpel-Covenant, tho' there be a great va- 
rity in their Attainments, and in the Degrees of 
their Faith and Knowledge. 

Hitherto this Gentleman has labour'd hard to 
ve that a rational Faith is unattainable or im- 


great poſſible; but from p. 24. to p. 35. he bends him- 
th te. {elf to ſhew, that ſuppoſing a Man to have attained 
en in WM to the higheſt degree of a rational Faith, it would 
, and WM be no way ſufficient to anſwer the End, or to fur- 


mh out thoſe Effects which are deſcribed in the 
Goſpel to attend a juſt Belief. It will never pro- 
duce that a&:ve Zeal for Religion, or that Con- 


con- ¶ ſtancy and Perſeverance that is there required, or 
d and chat Complacency and Satisfaction of Mind, which 
ach a i the bleſſed Effect of a true and genuine Faith, 
e, to MW It will not be ſufficient to engage a Man to mortify 
fame his depraved Appetites and Paſſions, much leſs ta 
is not WW ſuffer Martyrdom, if called to it, for his Religion: 

that In what he offers to prove, that a rational Faith 


| the can never produce that Zeal which the Goſpel re- 
hem- WW quires; the Force of his Argument depends partly 
even WW upon the wrong Account he gives of the Nature 
zould of a true Chriſtian Zeal, as if it were a blind irra- 
1s be i tonal Heat, a Zeal! not according to Knowledge, 
d to WW and partly upon Sceptical Principles, as if no Man 
aken dn ever in Reaſon be certain of any thing, becauſe 
5 it is poſſible he may be-miſtaken. But if by Zeal 
ell 


be meant what the Goſpel intends by it, a hearty 
© "RIB and 
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and ardent Concern for propagating important 
Truth and Duty, not by Methods of Perſecution 
and Violence, which the Goſpel never recommendz 
but by Perſuaſion and Argument, and all Methods 
conſiſtent with Juſtice and Charity ; this is what 
Reaſon cannot but approve. And the bare Poſſi. 
bility of a Man's being miſtaken, will never be in 
reaſon ſufficient to render him indifferent about 
what he apprehends upon the moſt impartial Con- 
fideration to be true, and of great conſequence ty 
the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue, In ſuch a cafe, 
if he hath any love to Truth, or any concern for 
the Honour of the Deity, or for the Good of Man- 
kind; that is, if he be a Man really of good Dil: 
poſitions, he cannot but be deſirous to ſpread the 
Knowledge of ſuch Truths by all fair and juſt Me- 
thods that are in his power. 
As this Gentleman, the better to anſwer his End, 
has thought fit to repreſent the Zeal required in the 
Goſpel as a Zeal without Knowledge, an irrational 
Fervour, ſo to prove that a rational Faith cannot 
produce that Perſeverance which is the Duty of 
Chriſtians, he repreſents this Perſeverance to be an 
obſtinate Reſolution to diſclaim all farther Trial, 
and ſhut their Eyes againſt all Evidence that might 
be offered, tho never ſo ſtrong ; and in effect to be 
what he had before repreſented it, a blind and 
fooliſh Obſtinacy to a preſent Notion. But it by 
Petſeveratce be underſtood a ſteady and conſtant 
Adherence to what a Man is upon good grounds 
uaded is Truth and Duty, fo. as not to ſuffer 
umſelf to be turned from it by worldly Bribes or 
Threatnings, or to be ſhaken by an” " ſubtil 
- "—_— Ucers; 
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&ducers ; this is a Temper of Mind becoming a 
wiſe and good Man, and is what right Reaſon ap- 
proves, That a Man ought not for any worldly 
Conſiderations to renounce and deny what he is 
convinced in his own Conſcience is true and right, 
$a Duty that natural Religion preſcribes; and it 
b alſo highly reaſonable, that when a Man has 
once got his Mind well-eſtabliſhed in the main 
Principles of Religion upon good and ſolid grounds, 
he ſhould not ſufter himſelf to be eafily turned a- 
fide by every Wind of Doctrine, It is thought 
very reaſonable in other caſes to proceed upon 
things well proved, to lay them down as Principles, 
and not to be for ever diſputing them over again. 
Where a Thing is once confirmed by Arguments 
ſafticient in their kind, the greateſt Maſters of Rea- 
ſon have acknowledged that we ought not to be 
ſhaken from it by ObjeEtions, tho we may perhaps 
find it hard to anfwer them. And the contrary 
Conduct cannot properly be called an Openneſs to 
E Conviction, but an Unſteadineſs and Volatility of 
Mind, which is not the Effect of Reaſon, but is 
rally a Diſeaſe, and a very pernicious one; and 
which, where it prevails, hinders a Man from be- 
ng ever ſettled in any Principles at all. This in- 
deed ſeems to be what this Gentleman intends. 
The Strain of his arguing, p. 25, 26, 27. is to this 
purpoſe, that a Man can never come to a ſatisfying 
Certainty or Aſſurance of Truth in any point what- 
loeyer, becauſe he is not 7nfallible, and may poſſi- 
bly be miſtaken ; and becaule it is not impoſſible but 
ſome new Evidence may ſucceed, and he may here- 
ater ſee Things in a different light; and that mo 

| I. ore 
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fore a rational Faith muſt always be precarious, oy} 
ſubject to change. But this way of reaſoning j 
very fallacious. A Man may be ſufhciently certay 
of a Truth, to lay a juſt Foundation for a Satisfe. 
40 tion of Mind, and for a ſuitable Courſe of Action 
_ when upon the moſt impartial Conſideration it ap 
9 pears to him founded upon ſolid Arguments, the 
at the fame time he knows he is not infallibl 
And it is very abſurd, to pretend that no Man cu 
eyer be ſure of what he is convinced by Reaſon ani 
Argument is true, becauſe there is a bare remote 
. Poſſibility that ſome time or other he may alter hi 
„ Judgment concerning it. I ſee no other tendency 
1 in all this, but to unſettle Perſons from all Principle 
11 whatſoever, and to keep them in an eternal Fluc. 
\ 48 tuation and Uncertainty ; which is what neither 
+ Reaſon preſcribes, nor the Author of our Being 
| ever intended. . 
In matters of Practice relating to the Affaire of 
| this Life, it would be abſurd to the laſt degree, to 
71 | ſay that a Man muſt never act nor come to a de- 
terminate Reſolution, till he is abſolutely ſure 1 
could not poſſibly be otherwife. And it would be 
equally abſurd, to advance this as a Principle in 
Matters of Faith and Religion, on which the Prac- 
tice of Holineſs and Virtue and our Preparations 
for a future World ſo much depend; and the Con- 
ſequences of neglecting a proper. preſent Practice 
upon bare remote Surmiſes and Poſſibilities, would 
be in this caſe infinitely more pernicious. 

The laſt Part of his Argument; and what he 
moſt largely inſiſts upon, is, that a rational Faith, 
1. e. a Faith founded on rational Conviction and 

| Evidence, 
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11s, on{ xridence, can never have force enough to engage 
ning i ifs to mortify our gt beloved Affections and Appe- 
certain Whites, much leſs to engage us to ſuffer Martyrdom 
atisfac. for the Truth, if called to it. He declaims upon 
Action, this Subject with a great deal of Rhetorick, from 
n ita. 30. to p. 35. He paints the Dithculty of ſub- 
s, tho ouing the Paſſions, and of a virtuous Life, in the 
tallibl, arongeſt Colours; and in ſuch a manner, that one 
lan car would be apt to think he felt in himſelf what he 


ſon and 


deſcribed, and that his own Inclinations and Appe- 


remote Nies were much too ſtrong for his Reaſon, 
lter hs WF The Streſs of his Argument lies here, that the 
nden Nutmoſt Certainty and Evidence that Faith can at- 
inciple Nan to in a rational way, is a moral Certainty and 
1 Fluc- WMEvidence, and that this can never be ſufficient to 
neither the Purpoſes of Religion. He is ready 70 grant all 
Being White moral Certainty in the Proofs of Religion that 
you can reaſonably defire ; and farther, that this is 
Fairs of Bendeed the hi gheſt degree of rational Evidence, that 
rec, t0 e Nature of the Subject can poſſibly admit of. He 
4 de. appoſes it to have all the moſi favourable Circum- 
ure It 


ances, that the ſevereſt Malice of an exceptious 
ritick can demand *, One would think theſe 
ere pretty large Conceſſions ; but at the ſame 
ime, and almoſt in the ſame breath, in which he 
rations Wſems to allow ſuch a degree of Certainty to that 
e Com. nom Evidence, he repreſents it as after all an Un- 
'racuce BWerrtainty, a doubtful Account; that it is ill but 
would Whuman Teftimony m its nature, ever liable to Error, 
1 depending only on fallible Authors, That it can- 


2uld be 
iple in 
e Prac- 


bat be Bot produce a thorough Conviction; and its true 
Faith, Wmount in a tim? of Trial is, that it 1s nothing 
n and EA . 33 f mor 


dence, p. 31, 32. 
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more than the precarious Conjecture of a fallith 
Fudge, upon the traditional Teſtimony of a fallill 
Witneſs. He has more to the ſame purpole, pay, 
52, 53. where he ſeems willing to carry it ſo far, 
not to allow that any Man can be ſure of am 
thing, but what he himſelf fees with his own 
Eyes. 

Ie is very eaſy to declaim, in a plauſible manner 
on the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of moral Ex. 
dence, and the Fallibility of hiſtorical human Tel. 
timony 3 and this ſeems to be a darling Common. 
place with theſe Gentlemen, But it is all mer 
Harangue, and only fit to impoſe upon thoſe that 
will ſuffer themſelves to be carried away with 
Sounds; ſince it cannot be denied, that this kind 
of Evidence may be, and often is ſo circumitanced, 
that the Man would ſcarce be looked upon to be in 
his Senſes, that ſhould ſeriouſly deny or doubt d 
it. It is but by moral Evidence, and the Tei. 
mony of fallible Men, capable of deceiving and 
being deceived, that I know there is ſuch a Place a 
Paris or Rome; for J never ſaw either of thoſe Ci- 
ties; and yet I can no more reaſonably doubt of it 
than if I myſelf had been there. It is by moral E- 
vidence that we have all our Laws, the Records of 
our own or any other Nation, and that we enjoy 
the Benefit of the Knowledge and Experience of 
former Ages, and have any Aſſurance of paſt Fad; 
and yet is there any Man of common Senſe, that 
does not as certainly believe many ſuch Facts that 
were done in former Ages, as he believes any E- 
vent that happened of late Years, and within hö 
own Memory? It is manifeſt, that the Author ot 
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our Beings, and the wiſe Governour of the World, 
defigned that moſt part of our Knowledge ſhould 
come'in this way, and that we ſhould be governed 
and determined by this kind of Evidence and Teſ- 
timony, in many Caſes of great Importance. The 
Neceſſity we are under to do this, ariſeth from the 
very Frame of our Nature, and the Conſtitution 
of Things, and the Circumſtances in which we are 
placed in the World, and conſequently from the 
Will and Appointment of God himſelf. Why 
then ſhould it be thought abſurd to ſuppoſe that he 
ſhould order it ſo, that our Knowledge of ſome 
important Matters of Religion ſhould allo come in 
this way? Can any Reaſon be aſſigned, why when 
this is allowed to be proper and ſufficient with re- 
card to all other Facts, it ſhould not be admitted 
with regard to Facts in which Religion is nearly 
concerned ? And yet our Author declaims pathe- 


| tically upon it, Pag. 50, 51. and aſks, Are we to 


imagine, that God would ever leave a Matter o 
ſuch Conſequence upon ſuch a Foundation? If God 
has been ever pleaſed to give a Revelation to Man- 
kind at all, all but the Perſons that lived in the ve. 
ry Age and Place in which that Revelation was firſt 
made, muſt receive the Doctrines and Laws of it, 
and the Knowledge of the Facts by which it wes 
atteſted in that way ; and if that Revelation be 
tranſmitted to us in a way, which we ourſelves 
ſhould count unqueſtionable in any other Caſe, and 
we have as much aſſurance of the Facts, as we 
could juſtly expect concerning any Facts done at 
that diſtance, he may reaſonably require our Aſ- 
lent; and our refuſing in ſuch a caſe to yield an Al- 
ent, 
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ſent, could not be properly ſaid to be owing to x 
Want of Evidence, becauſe we admit ſuch Eyi. 
dence in other Caſes, but to ſome other Cauſes, and 
thoſe not very juſtifiable ones, and to an Averſion 
and Oppoſition of Mind to its Doctrines and Laws. 
And I am afraid, that in ſuch a caſe it would hard. 
ly be accepted as a ſufficient Excuſe for Perſons to 
plead, that they laboured under the inſuperable In- 
capacity of a particular Infidel Make, and Anti- 
chriſtian Complexion, as he expreſſes it *, which 
put it entirely out of their power to join in giving an 
Aſent ; fince this Infidel Conſtitution would appear 
not to be of God's making, but of their own. 

If the Laws and Doctrines of the Chriſtian Re. 
velation are tranſmitted to us with as much Evi- 
dence as we could reaſonably expect, ſuppoſing a 
Revelation really to have been given ſome Ages 
ago; and if we have all that Evidence concerning 
the extraordinary Facts whereby it was originally 
atteſted, which could well be expected ſuppoſing 
thoſe Facts really to have been done; he that re- 
ceives that Revelation, its Doctrines and Laws, and 
the Accounts of the Facts upon that Evidence, 
7. e. upon as high Evidence as the Nature of the 
thing will bear, may approve himſelf to God and 
his own Conſcience, as having acted a right part, 
and ſuch, as we may ſuppoſe, a wife and righteous 
God will graciouſly accept from reaſonable Beings, 
And on the other hand, it may be juſtly queſtion- 
ed, whether they that refuſe to accept a Revelation 
as coming from God, though attended with all the 
Evidence that any paſt Revelation could be juſtly 

expected 
FP. 45. 
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wected to have, can approve themſelves to the great 
- ks of the Won and Lord of — 
having acted an honeſt and reaſonable part. For it is 
in effect, as if a Man ſhould declare, let a Revelation 
have been given in former Ages never ſo well atteſt- 
ed and confirmed, and tho that Revelation is tranſ- 
mitted with all the Evidence, and in as fure a wa 
as a Revelation given in paſt Ages could be - 
mitted, yet I will not receive it, becauſe it was 
giren in former Ages; that is, becauſe I myſelf did 
not live at the time when it was firſt given. And 
it would be as reaſonable to plead before a human 
Tribunal, I will not be governed by any Laws gi- 
ven in former Ages before I was born, nor acknow- 
ledge their Authority, tho' I have all the Proofs of 
their Authority that I can have concerning Laws 
enacted in former Ages. If any Man ſhould pre- 
tend to act thus in the Caſe of human Laws, let 
him profeſs never ſo much Impartiality, and that 
he acts to the beſt of his Judgment, or declaim ne- 
ver ſo rhetorically on the Inſufficiency of moral Evi- 
dence 3 I am apt to think, it would hardly hinder 
his being puniſhed for violating thoſe Laws, except 
the Court ſhould be ſo kind as to take his makin 
ſuch a Plea for a Proof of his being not right 1 
his Senſes. | hk | 
This Writer, under pretence of doing honour to 
Religion and Faith, all along ſuppoſes, that no- 
thing leſs will do, than ſuch an abſolute Certainty 
a excludes all Poſſibility of Miſtake. That 17 7s 
not ſufncient to ſay, there is great Appearance of 
Balli % px th t be 2 0 lte Certaine y. 
without the leaſt Poſſibility of our being diſappointed 
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whether we will or no. He. frequently talks, x 


true, that there can be no right or ſaving Faith, 


- = a \ \ 
0 * * 1 1 ET _ * q q * = 1 
Y _ * * 2 8 . = * 
_ * — — 2 — N — PR. —— 4 2 8 1 _ = — — 
- £ _ ” 2 yo * D = - W „ — 22 — n _ _ 
1 0 , a — * 0 — — e. — — —_— ” 95 — — — - - - 
G \ i — 3% = 4 - ad 4 =". 2 S ug — — — 83 
— 4 - . - \ * - 0 _ . 2 — — T 4 
- - — = — = — - m — * 4 Fad 2 . — . n * — — — — : - 
— —— 4 . ; —" — f — . \ — 8. — of Dro ap a — K 
— — 7 =: Do TH „ * * wil — g 2 — — — — þ _ - -<S>—>& 
2 7 L - . 5 a 
bY. 1 — r : 1 3 * — — . p 8 p _ a 
— — * 345 — — . - - = a—_ = " * þ 2 | 4 St -- —— * | \ 
PIO I - = 9 k I — ; — — I ” - 2 — ; — « I | * > b 5 — * 9 
- ; 2 eines — oo _ 2 —_ — — — — Ws — — — OO — 41 —_— — = = - 9. 44 -- 
— — — — — _ - — — "I * - L 0 — a — — — — — = my — . - — — — — — 4 2 * 
* : — — — 2 . — — * —— A * 5. << — 
- * p — 5 * — > 1 8 — E - — 47 _ — — — 
. 
* « 


in our Security * : Or, as he elſewhere expreſſ:; it 
that it muſt be ſufficiently calculated to extort gy 
Aﬀſſent frem every one. that hears it T. As if ng 
Evidence would be ſufficient in Religion, but one 
that is plainly irreſiſtible, and forces itſelf upon vs 


if every thing that had not ſuch an abſolute Cer. 
tainty as to exclude all Poſſibility of the contrary, 
were for that reaſon doub7ful, no more than a pre. 
carious Cunjecture, incapable to produce a ſatisfy. 
ing Conviftion ; when any Man that has ever re. 
flected on the Nature of Evidence at all, muſt be 
ſenſible, that things may be ſo certain as to leave 
no room for reaſonable Doubt, that yet are not ſo 
abſolutely certain as to be without the leaſt Poſl- 
bility of Error. | 

It will be eaſily allowed, that the greater Cer- 
tainty any Man attains to in Religion, it is the 
better, and more likely both to yield him thorough 
Satisfaction of Mind, and to have a happy Influ- 
ence upon his Conduct, But it is far from being 


without the higheſt poſſible Degree of. Certainty 
and Aſſurance. That Faith is ſufficient, though 
mixed with ſome Doubting, where a Man is fi- 
tisfied that he has more convincing Reaſons to be- 
lieve the Scripture, than any thing that can be 
brought to the contrary, and when, in conſequence 
of this, he is prevailed with to ſubmit to its Au- 
thority and Laws, and to comply with the Terms 
of the Goſpel-Covenant. . If it were only very pro: 
bable, that the Chriſtian Religion is of God, 1 | 
— bh TP _ * wou 0 


© . 3% + P. 110. 
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ould. be both our Duty and our Wiſdom to em- 


ce and receive it, and to govern our Conduct by 
« excellent Precepts. No Man could run a ha- 


eſſes it 


ort an 


3 7 "0 and in ſuch a caſe, by receiving the Goſpel, or at 
one Wt a hazard equal to what he would run on the 
iy ber fide. Suppoſing, by obeying the Laws of the 
: 68 olpel, he ſhould deny himſelf ſome Liberties, and 
— " Wntroul bis Paſſions in the manner that Religion 
: 1 reſeribes, which doth not require us to extirpate 
4 Kd 55 e Paſſions, but to govern them, and keep them 
thin proper Bounds ; this is no more than what 


ver re- 
wit be 
) leave 

not ſo 


Poli 


me of the greateſt Philoſophers and wiſeſt Men 
all Ages have adviſed to, as the beſt way for a 
lan's own Satisfaction and Tranquillity, and for 
reſerving Body and Mind in a right Temper. Or, 
be ſhould be called to ſuffer Martyrdom, it is a 
duct that Reaſon preſcribes, to ſuffer any tem- 
Loſſes and Inconveniences, and Death itſelf, 
n for the Probability of obtaining eternal Hap- 
— In other Caſes, Men think it reaſonable to 
ard ſome . preſent Loß, and to undergo ſome 
reſent Hardſhips and Inconveniences on the 
able Proſpect of ſome conſiderable Advantage to 


r Cer- 
is the 
rough 
Infiu- 
being 
Faith, 


"I procured by it. But where the Advantage pro- 
i A oled, is ſo infinitely great as the Rewards of Reli- 
to be on, it ought proportionably to have a more power- 


i Influence. And I think it cannot reaſonably 
denied, that the Man that had as great a Cer- 
unty of the Truths of Religion, and the impor- 
ut things it ſets before us, as we have of many 
ng {tha come to us by hiſtorical and moral Evi- 
> would be utterly inexcuſable, if he did not 
penn by is Bete , whatſoever preſent 
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Inconveniences it might bring upon him: And 


a preſent inordinate Paſſion and Appetite, wal 


offered, concerning the Sufficiency of that E 


be ſuppoſed to give it a ſtill ſtronger Force. Au 


would juſtly deſerve to be branded as guilty of th 
greateſt and moſt criminal Folly, who, to gra 


1 


run the hazard of expoſing himſelf even to th 
Probability of ſuch a future Miſery and Punil 
ment, as the Goſpel denounces againſt thoſe thy 
perſiſt to indulge themſelves in vicious licentin 
Courſes. 8 | 

But beſides all that might be, and often has be 


dence that can be brought for the Goſpel-Rewl 
tion, it muſt be farther conſidered, that when 4 
this is accompanied to the Minds of good Me 
with the Influences of the Holy Spirit, it may wel 


it is the Doctrine of the holy Scriptures, and ther 
is nothing in it but what is highly agreeable to Rev 
ſon itſelf, that the wiſe and merciful Parent of or 
Beings, who knows our Weakneſſes and the man 
Temptations of this preſent State, is ready to com- 
municate his gracious Influences to aſſiſt humble 
and fincere Minds, ſenſible of their Dependence 
upon him, and who apply to him for his Help 
which he can cafily dog in ſuch a way as is perfed. 
ly agreeable to the juſt Order of our Natures, and 
ſo as not to offer Violence to our Faculties, or tf 
the Freedom that belongs to us as reaſonable Cres 
tures, moral Agents, and in ſuch a way as not (0 
render our own Endeayours, or the Exerciſe of out 
own Reaſon needleſs or uſeleſs. And ſuppoling 
tuch divine Influences neceſſary in the preſent Su 


of Mankind, that the Faith of the Goſpel * 
. M ' 


o - 
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e its proper Effect upon us, this can by no 
be juſtly improved to ſhew that Chriſtianity 
o graf pot founded on Argument; for in this caſe, all 
e > Argument and rational Evidence brought for 
1 to H is fill ſuppoſed, and ſtands in all its force : Or, 
mib Reaſon, or the Intellectual Faculty, is not de- 
med to lead us into it; for the divine Spirit works 
and with Reaſon, or the Intellectual Faculty. 
e Conviction wrought upon the Mind in this 


has beg y, is ſtill rational; and it is the Underſtanding 
at d enlightned and convinced. The Influence 


F the Spirit of God doth not exclude the Uſe of 1 
on, but ſets the Reaſonableneſs and Excellency . WE 
od Ma Religion in a more affecting light, and cauſes 

1y wee Soul more ſtrongly to diſcern the Characters of 
A vine Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Purity, that are in | 
1d ther and to feel the Power of its Motives : Reaſon . 
jerefore, or the Intellectual Faculty, and the In- 

ence of divine Grace, or the Holy Spirit, are not 
be oppoſed to one another as inconſiſtent things, 


— * 


ut are to be conſidered as in a friendly Conjunc- 5 
humbe n, and the latter is deſigned by God, in his great ug 
endenceWoodneſs, to give a farther Degree of Light and 's 
s Help;MWorce to the former. | 
dera 3 ett 
es, a have now gone through the firſt Part of this 


ntleman's Performance; and which, in my opi- 


e Cie looks the moſt plauſible of any thing he 

not ah offered. The Strength of his Book de- F 
of outen upon the Principles here laid down; and £4 
»polingWer that T have conſidered them more large 

it Surfen at firſt T intended to do. My Letter is alrea= © 

el mi grown to ſuch a Length, that I ſhall not nowgs + 
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